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Major Tagging Milestones for Two Fishing Teams 

 

 

One of the most gratifying aspects of managing the Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP) is witnessing the incredible efforts of our 

volunteers.  Our passion for community engagement and participation is reawarded when anglers surpass amazing milestones, and this past month, 

two private recreational fishing teams, Don Gates and Killin’ Time II, as well as David Wamer and Charlie Jamison of Wam-Jam, achieved 

impressive tagging results; Killin’ Time II surpassed 6,000 tagged dolphin on June 10, 2026, and Wam-Jam surpassed 1,000 on June 3rd, 

2026.  When examined individually, it took Killin’ Time II 373 outings, averaging 17 fish tagged per outing, to amass 6,000 tag releases. For Wam-

Jam, it took 104 outings, averaging 10 fish released per outing, to surpass 1,000. Killin’ Time II has tagged more than 70 mahi in one day on 12 

different occasions, and on one outing in 2025, they tagged a staggering 130.  Wam-Jam has tagged more than 20 dolphin in 15 outings with 38 their 

all-time daily record from June 14th, 2021.  Annually over the last five years, Killin’ Time II and Wam-Jam have averaged 373 and 87 tagged, 

respectively.  Last year, Killin’ Time II tagged an incredible 669 fish — surpassing their previous best year, in 2017, when they tagged 424 

fish.  Team Wam-Jam’s highest annual total was 146 from 2021, and so far in 2026 they have tagged 98.  These teams are clearly dedicated to the  

https://youtu.be/5uneA2BlvnY?si=lVOBmhZr593uf5kL
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conservation of this species, and thanks to their 

dolphin-tagging efforts, we have been able to track 

fish from Key West to Massachusetts, the Bahamas, 

Greater and Lesser Antilles, and Venezuela.  All of 

the teams participating in the DRP are to be 

commended for their effort and contributions to the 

scientific understanding of dolphin in the western 

central Atlantic Ocean.  To watch a film about these 

significant tagging results, click here.   

June South Carolina Recapture 

 

We recently had a recapture from the Southwest 

Banks off Charleston, SC, for a fish that was tagged 

and released aboard Under Pressure off Cudjoe 

Key, FL. Throughout the 25 years of our tagging 

program, we have only recorded 16 Florida to South 

Carolina movements but 97 Florida to OBX 

movements.  We believe this is due to the 

Charleston Gyre and its impact on the rate at which 

fish bypass the closer shelf zone off Charleston and 

Georgetown, SC. Given the positive fishing reports 

from the Charleston and Georgetown region, and 

this new recovery, this may suggest the 

oceanography has shifted and led more biomass 

over the banks allowing anglers to relive their mahi 

fishing dreams of the past. We have an ongoing 

analysis in the works with relationship to this 

fishing zone and the Charleston Gyre/Blake 

Plateau/Gulf Stream effect and this movement 

recorded this past month is a solid data point. A 

huge thanks to the Vessel Miss Wy for reporting this 

important recapture. To participate in our tagging 

program request tags at dolphintagging.com/tags.  

June North Carolina Recapture  

On June 26th, a dolphinfish was recaptured by 

Brian Wilkins while fishing off of Hatteras Island, 

North Carolina.  The fish was tagged and released 

by Captain Jon Reynolds and Drop Back Fishing 

Charters on June 17th.  The nine day movement is 

166% faster than the movement rate for the June 

recapture off of South Carolina (shown above).  As 

we mentioned above, we are 

investigating  movement rates and dynamics from 

Florida to North Carolina versus to South Carolina 

and this movement record provides another solid 

data point.  To participate in our tagging program 

request tags at dolphintagging.com/tags.  

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/5uneA2BlvnY?si=lVOBmhZr593uf5kL
https://dropbackcharters.com/
https://dropbackcharters.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
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June Keys & South Florida 
Recaptures 

 

Over the past month, we have received four 

recapture reports for fish tagged and released 

by Wam-Jam (2), Killin' Time II, and Reel 

Therapy.  All of these recoveries were short-term 

movements.  The fish recaptured by Wam-

Jam and Killin' Time II were at liberty for just a 

day; the fish recaptured from Reel Therapy was at 

liberty for three days.  These new short-term 

recoveries were reported by Captain Jon 

Reynolds of Drop Back Fishing Charters, Kurt 

Oelschig, and Tom Kolodziejczak.  All reporters 

received recapture awards, and tagging vessels are 

accumulating points in support of awards of gear 

from our loyal sponsors.  Click here to learn more. 

Donate to Support Dolphinfish 

Research 

A special thanks to 

everyone who has 

contributed to our 

tagging program 

since the beginning 

of our 2025/2026 

fundraising 

campaign.  With your 

support, we are 

nearly halfway through the fiscal year and have already 

logged 11 new movements in the Western Central 

Atlantic, compiled additional catch and effort datasets, 

given three public seminars, and expanded 

participation.  Our goal is to distribute 400 kits and 

4,000 tags in 2026.  As of today, we have distributed 121 

kits and 1,755 tags.  Help support the expansion of our 

tagging program by making a tax-deductible donation or 

by purchasing tags or program apparel in our  online 

shop. Our tagging program is at the forefront of 

educating anglers, advancing discussions and actions 

surrounding conservation of the species, and gathering 

additional data to help inform data-driven decision 

making at state, federal, and international levels. Help 

the DRP expand in 2026. Click the icons below to shop 

or donate to support our program. 

The Beyond Our Shores Foundation is a U.S. and Puerto 

Rico registered 501(c)(3).  To examine our federal tax-

exempt status, click here, and to examine our Puerto 

Rico registration, click here.   

Cash Donations 

Click to Shop  Click to Donate 

 

 

 

 

 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten, Ph.D.  

Dolphinfish Research Program  

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506, Newport, RI, 02840,  

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

 

 

Follow us on Social Media: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://dolphintagging.com/sponsors/
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
https://www.beyondourshores.org/donate
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
http://www.beyondourshores.org/donate
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
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https://beyondourshores.org/2026-donors/

