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Update to WCA Dolphinfish Catch and Effort Trends 

In 2022, our program published a paper on 
the Condition of the international fisheries, catch 
and effort trends, and fishery 
data gaps for dolphinfish (Coryphaena hippurus) 
from 1950 to 2018 in the 
Western Central Atlantic Ocean in the 
journal Marine Policy.  Here, we provide an 
update of most analyses in that paper with data 
provided by the Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO), NOAA Fisheries Marine 
Recreational Information Program through to 
2023 and 2025, respectively.  In addition, data 
on catch, effort, and price per pound for 
dolphinfish were acquired from the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Commission from 1984 to 
2025.  Key highlights from this update are 
included below:  

 

• 22 nations still do not report WCA dolphinfish landings to the FAO, yet are known to catch dolphinfish;  
• In the WCA, the US Atlantic recreational fishery still represents the largest reporting sector by nearly two-fold; 
• Combined reported commercial and recreational landings for 2019, the most recent year with data available, was 10,286 metric 

tons, of which 65% was estimated to be recreational catch, a 3% increase since our last analysis in 2016; 
• Six nations recorded higher average commercial landings from 2014-2018 to 2019-2023 time periods;  
• Over the same periods, 14 nations recorded higher average unidentified marine fish landings or unidentified tuna landings; 
• Seven nations recorded a positive recreational dolphinfish catch trend; 
• However, over the same periods, US Atlantic and Gulf states MRIP total recreational landings declined 45%  

  

https://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics-query/en/capture
https://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics-query/en/capture
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/insight/marine-recreational-information-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/insight/marine-recreational-information-program
https://app.myfwc.com/FWRI/PFDM/ReportCreator.aspx
https://app.myfwc.com/FWRI/PFDM/ReportCreator.aspx
https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
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Figure 1  Commercial 
dolphinfish landings 
(metric tons) for first 
reporting nations and 
the group “All Others” 
from 1950 to 2023. 
See table 1 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1  Nation groupings used in catch and effort analysis.  For effort, the International Commission 
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) fleet codes and fleet names are provided for the first 
reporting nations (dating back to 1956) and all other nations reporting Task II Table 1 caption 
continued: effort since Mahon (1999).  For dolphinfish catch provided to the Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO), country names are included for first reporting nations, all others, and nations not 
reporting dolphinfish since Mahon (1999) to 2023.  

https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
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Table 2  Average commercial landings (metric tons) for dolphinfish in the Caribbean (Zone 31 and 41)  

 

 

https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
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Table 2 caption continued: between two time periods for countries reporting dolphinfish to the 
FAO.  Unidentified commercial landings of fishes that could include dolphinfish presented in three 
groups: unidentified marine fish (# italics), unidentified tuna-like fishes (# underlined), and unidentified 
pelagic fish (# bolded). The trend for each category is presented as follows: trend began (S), 
decreased (-), increased (+), or stayed the same (=). A X for unidentified landings indicated the same 
value was reported over the period. For recreational fleets, 2016 and 2019 dolphinfish specific 
landings and percent dolphinfish of total recreational catch or total recreational catch is provided by 
the Sea Around Us or Marine Recreational Information Program (United States and Puerto Rico. This 
table was modified following Merten et al. 2022. Fleet letters: R = recreational; A = artisanal; C = 
commercial. UIM = unidentified marine fish; UIT = unidentified tuna-like fish; UIP = unidentified 
pelagic fish; n/a = not applicable; n/r = not reporting. DOL = dolphinfish species landings.   Yellow 
highlighted cells show positive trends for dolphinfish, UIM, and UIT landings.  The superscript values 
are the percent increase between the time periods.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 Pelagic longline effort (number of hooks) by first reporting nations and the group “All Others” 
for areas (A) outside and (B) inside jurisdictions from 1956 to 2023.  

https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
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Figure 3 Pelagic longline effort (number of hooks set) by first reporting nations (black circles) and “All 
Others” (gray circles) grouped in 5 x 5 degree spatial squares for areas inside national EEZs (A) and 
outside of national EEZs (B) from 1950 to 2023. 

 
Figure 4 Coastal and oceanic species landings 
(metric tons) for countries not reporting 
dolphinfish (upper pane) and countries 
reporting dolphinfish (bottom pane) from 1950 
to 2023. 

 
Figure 5 Figure 5 Comparisons from 1950 to 
2019 for (A) United States FAO commercial 
dolphinfish landings (metric tons) against the 
Sea Around Us (SAU) reconstructed 
dolphinfish landings and the United States 

https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/


Dolphinfish Research Program Newsletter 
February 2026 

7 

 

Recreations Information Program (MRIP) 
landings against SAU reconstructed 
recreational dolphinfish landings; (B) reported 
FAO un-identified marine fish (UIM) against 
SAU UIM reconstructed landings for the 
Western Central Atlantic Ocean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission 
commercial dolphinfish catch (pounds) 
compared to total commercial trips per year on 
Florida’s east coast (upper pane) and 
commercial catch per unit effort (CPUE) for 
commercial dolphinfish compared to average 
price per pound of dolphinfish on the east 
coast of Florida (Lower panel). 

 

 

 

Figure 8 Marine Recreational Information 
Program (MRIP) dolphinfish total harvest (in 
pounds; left) and effort (total recreational trips 
within federal waters; right) for the Gulf of 
America (GOA), South Atlantic Bight (SAB), 
Mid-Atlantic Bight (MAB), 

 

 

 

https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
https://beyondourshores.org/catch-and-effort-trends-for-wca-dolphin/
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Uncle B’s Outdoors Fundraiser for the DRP 

 

 

This past month, Uncle B's Outdoors, led by 

Mr. Bryant Stokes, a long-time participant and 

current board member of the Beyond Our 

Shores Foundation Dolphinfish Research 

Program, held a Pheasant Tower shoot at the 

Chigger Grove Quail Preserve in Andrews, 

South Carolina, to help raise funds for our 

tagging program.  Mr. Stokes reported that the 

fundraiser was a big success for the morning 

and afternoon shoots with 15 blinds occupied 

by 6 shooters each. Total event attendance 

was 250 people.  An enormous thanks goes 

out to Uncle B's Outdoors and the Chigger 

Grove Quail Preserve for their support of our 

tagging program. 

Southerly Dolphin Movements off Florida 

This past month, our program received a 

recapture report for a dolphinfish tagged and 

released on January 20th, 2026, by Southern 

Run off West Palm Beach, Florida. The small 

16" fish was recaptured three days later 85 

miles to the south off Elliot Key, FL, by angler 

Bill Conover.  This event is our 10th southerly 

recapture recorded for our program during fall 

and winter months off East Florida, a 

movement pattern that comprises 12% of our 

total fall and winter recaptures (n=78).  In this 

month's newsletter, we provide a detailed 

update on southerly movements recorded 

during fall and winter as well as southerly or 

lingering movements documented during 

spring and summer.  Click here to learn more.   

Figure 9 -  Fall and winter southerly southerly 

dolphinfish movements observed through the 

Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP) off East Florida 

from 2002 through January 2026. The range of days 

at liberty is from one to 48 days. Days at liberty are 

displayed for all movements.   

Figure 10 -  Spring and summer southerly or lingering 

dolphinfish movements observed through the 

Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP) off East Florida 

http://www.unclebsoutdoors.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chigger%2520Grove%2520Quail%2520Preserve/216505491827378/
https://dolphintagging.com/southerly-movements/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chigger%2520Grove%2520Quail%2520Preserve/216505491827378/
https://dolphintagging.com/southerly-movements/
https://dolphintagging.com/southerly-movements/
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from 2002 through 2025. The range of days at liberty 

is from less than a day to 28 days. Days at liberty are 

display for only 11 movements.  

Help Fund Our 2026 Tagging Effort 

 A special 

thanks to 

everyone who 

has contributed 

to our tagging 

program since 

the beginning 

of our 

2025/2026 

fundraising 

campaign.  With your support, we were able to start 

2026 strong.  Our goal is to distribute 400 kits and 4,000 

tags in 2026.  While we have an operational budget to 

begin the year, we still need support to help us fund our 

online tagging maps (click here), acquire additional 

satellite tags to deploy on adult dolphinfish and wahoo 

in 2026, support overhead and staff costs, and increase 

our tagging kit and education supplies to meet our 

growing demand for tagging kits. Our tagging program 

is at the forefront of educating anglers, advancing 

discussions and actions surrounding conservation of the 

species, and gathering additional data to help inform 

data-driven decision making at the state, federal, and 

international levels. Help the DRP expand in 2026. 

Click the icons below to shop or donate to support our 

program. 

The Beyond Our Shores Foundation is a U.S. and Puerto 

Rico registered 501(c)(3).  To examine our federal tax-

exempt status click here and to examine our Puerto Rico 

registration click here.   

Click to Shop  

Click to Donate  

 

 

 

 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten, Ph.D.  

Dolphinfish Research Program  

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506, Newport, RI, 02840,  

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://beyondourshores.org/regional-dolphinfish-reports/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-Our-Shores-IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/bosf_Pr_Np_letter_20201110102833.pdf
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
http://www.beyondourshores.org/donate
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
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https://beyondourshores.org/2026-donors/

