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Grady-White Boats-Sponsored Tagging Expedition 

 
Grady-White Boats of Greenville, North 

Carolina, was the first fishing industry 

company to provide financial support for 

the Dolphinfish Research Program.  Their 

support began nearly two decades ago in 

2006.  Recently, the company supported a 

satellite tagging expedition out of Beaufort, 

North Carolina, to help support our program's 

satellite tracking objectives for dolphinfish 

off North Carolina.  With the support of a 

team from Grady-White as well as a talented 

film and photography crew, we were honored 

to be showcased in a film that highlights the 

importance of our program's tagging work 

and continuing quest to engage anglers in this 

research throughout the region.  Over the past 

two years, satellite tags supported by Grady-

White Boats, including the one we just 

recently deployed, point to the importance of 

the Gulf Stream in determining movements 

away and ultimately back to the U.S. East 

Coast on a seasonal basis.  Click here to 

watch the film.  .

https://youtu.be/_qQmWz1l0z0
https://youtu.be/_qQmWz1l0z0
https://youtu.be/_qQmWz1l0z0
https://youtu.be/_qQmWz1l0z0
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New Bag and Size Limits for Mahi 

and Wahoo in U.S. Caribbean Sea 

 

Last week, NOAA Fisheries published a bulletin on a 

new rule to establish management measures for 

dolphinfish and wahoo in federal waters of the U.S. 

Caribbean Sea.  The final rule will take effect July 

25th, 2025, and will establish the following: 

 

• a 24" fork length (FL) minimum size limit for 

dolphinfish for all fishing (commercial and 

recreational) in U.S. Caribbean federal waters; 

• a 32" FL minimum size limit for wahoo for all 

fishing (commercial and recreational) in U.S. 

Caribbean federal waters; 

• a recreational bag limit of 5 dolphinfish per 

person per day (pp/d), not to exceed 15 

dolphinfish per vessel per day (pv/d), 

whichever is less in federal waters around 

Puerto Rico (PR); 

• a recreational bag limit of 5 wahoo pp/d, not to 

exceed 10 wahoo pv/d, whichever is less in 

federal waters around PR; 

• a recreational bag limit of 10 dolphinfish pp/d, 

not to exceed 32 dolphinfish pv/d, whichever is 

less in federal waters around St. Croix and St. 

Thomas and St. John; and 

• a recreational bag limit of 2 wahoo pp/d, not to 

exceed 10 wahoo pv/d, whichever is less in 

federal waters around St. Croix and St. Thomas 

and St. John. 

 

Click here to read about the final rule. 

 

 

 

Tagging Progress to 

Date 
 

 
 

Reported releases from January 1, 2025, to June, 27, 

2025, have our program headed for a stellar year of 

data collection throughout the western central Atlantic 

and eastern tropical Pacific Oceans.  Looking back on 

the past 24 years, 2025 tag deployments through last 

Friday are the seventh highest ever recorded and best 

first half of the year since 2019.  From these tag 

deployments, 21 new movements have been generated.  

Someone even found one of our satellite tags on a 

beach in the panhandle of Florida, which is significant 

because it is the first time someone has found one of 

our satellite tags on a beach in the Western Central 

Atlantic Ocean.  The tag popped off a 41" female south 

of PR on February 24 and was last observed south of 

the island on March 1st.  The tag was discovered on the 

shores of the Gulf of America on June 23rd, 114 days 

after it was last observed south of PR.  The estimated 

drift rate based on the shortest path distance (~1,972 

miles) was 17.5 miles per day. Thanks Alex and Holley 

for the report!    

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/25/2025-11714/fishery-management-plans-of-puerto-rico-st-croix-and-st-thomas-and-st-john-amendment-3
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/25/2025-11714/fishery-management-plans-of-puerto-rico-st-croix-and-st-thomas-and-st-john-amendment-3
https://beyondourshores.org/
https://beyondourshores.org/2025-donors/
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June FL-NC   

Recapture 
 

 
 

June Bull NC G 

Geolocation Track 
 

 
 

 
 

 

June FL Recaptures 
 

 

 

 
 

Support Our Research    

In 2025 
 

For the past seven 

years, we have 

built a 501(c)(3) 

known as 

the Beyond Our 

Shores 

Foundation to 

manage and 

expand an international tagging program on 

dolphinfish and focus on other key fisheries research 

topics throughout the Western Central Atlantic and 

Eastern Tropical Pacific Oceans.  With the support of 

hundreds of private donors and several key corporate 

sponsors, the Dolphinfish Research 

Program continues to compile new movement 

records and data on dolphinfish in the Western 

Central Atlantic and Eastern Tropical Pacific 

Ocean.  As of today, 38,765 dolphinfish have been 

tagged for the DRP and 883 recaptures have been 

recorded.  In addition, 132 satellite tags have been 

deployed on dolphinfish and 11 on 

wahoo.  Collectively, these data have been used to 

publish 17 scientific articles, and the data is publicly  

https://www.guidestar.org/profile/82-1392155
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/82-1392155
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/82-1392155
https://beyondourshores.org/publications/
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
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available at dolphintagging.com/map.  With three key 

scientific papers in preparation on dolphinfish growth, 

detailed regional movement dynamics, and catch and 

effort as well as our ambitious distribution goals this 

year (400 kits and 5,000 tags), we need your support 

to achieve these key outcomes. 

 

Help the DRP expand in 2025. Click the icons below 

to shop or donate to support our program. 

 

The Beyond Our Shores Foundation is a federal and 

Puerto Rico registered 501(c)(3).  Examine 

our federal tax-exempt status and examine our Puerto 

Rico registration.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Click to Shop  

Click to Donate  

 

 

 

 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten, Ph.D.  

Dolphinfish Research Program  

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506, Newport, RI, 02840,  

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-Our-Shores-IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/bosf_Pr_Np_letter_20201110102833.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/bosf_Pr_Np_letter_20201110102833.pdf
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
http://www.beyondourshores.org/donate
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
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