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April Bahamas Tagging Expedition 

This past month, and for the first time since the earlier years of our tagging 

program, DRP personnel embarked on a dedicated tagging expedition to the 

Bahamas.  Our goal was to deploy up to four popup satellite archival transmitters 

(PSATs) on adult dolphinfish (>36" fork-length) off of the Abaco 

Islands.  Unfortunately, we did not encounter any dolphinfish large enough to tag and 

release with satellite tags after three full days of fishing.  We did, however, tag and 

release eight dolphinfish that ranged in size from 24-36" fork-length fishing from 

Cherokee Sound to off of Hope Town.  While our PSAT deployment goals were not 

met on this trip, the amazing experience fishing with Abaco Down Deep Fishing 

Charters inspired us to focus on working to return next spring to try again. Our earliest 

records of 

tag 

deployments in the Bahamas date to 2003 and since then over 1300 mahi 

have been tagged and released for our program in the Bahamas.  From these 

releases, 38 recaptures have occurred, with 28 documenting within-region 

movements and 10 documenting movements to the U.S. east coast, 

including to North Carolina state waters, movements to the Mid-Atlantic 

Bight, and a region of interest outside of the Canadian Exclusive Economic 

Zone in the Atlantic High Seas.  That recapture was reported by a 

commercial longliner in 2008.  This location is only 300 miles away from 

where two of our satellite tags surfaced last year during the fall and spring 

outside of the Canadian EEZ.  Those tags surfaced in an area where 

commercial longline activity was present according to Global Fishing 

Watch.  Another key recapture to point out is a recovery in North Carolina 

state waters that was at liberty for 328 days.  The 21” fish was tagged and 

released by Gary York aboard his vessel Mag E III on June 21st, 2014, and 

recaptured as a 46” slammer on May 15th, 2015, by Greg Nuttall aboard his 

vessel Sal T Vols.  This event is another example that shows this year’s 

schoolies released in Florida can become next years slammers in North 

Carolina and the same is applicable from NC to FL.  More information on 

Figure 1 Dolphinfish movements from the Bahamas to the U.S. East 

Coast.  Numbers indicate days at liberty. 

https://abacodowndeep.com/
https://abacodowndeep.com/
https://youtu.be/v7dlrYN4NsY?si=528MVdg5hYJZwYrZ
https://youtu.be/v7dlrYN4NsY?si=528MVdg5hYJZwYrZ


Dolphinfish Research Program Newsletter 

April 2025 
 

U.S. East Coast return migrants can be seen at 

https://dolphintagging.com/us-east-coast-return-migrants/.  On that page 

there are several dolphinfish recaptures that show semi-annual or annual 

returns from one location of the East Coast to another.  The most 

examples have been documented from Florida given that 67% of our 

tagging database is from Florida tagging zones.  What these records do 

not show is the path the dolphinfish take to return, hence our drive to 

deploy geolocating satellite tags off the Abacos.  We will get ‘em next 

time!  We would like to thank the anonymous private donor that made 

this trip possible as well as Captain Michael Schreiner and Captain 

Corey Engle of Abaco Down Deep Fishing Charters.  

 

Image Left to right: David Wamer, Corey Engle, and Pete Loy on our 

final day after three full days of fishing aboard Down Deep. 

 

 

Research Showed North Carolina Dolphinfish Size Decline 

In April, researchers from the Nature Conservancy, North Carolina State 

University, and the North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries 

published a study that observed a negative signal in the population 

dynamics of dolphinfish that occur seasonally in North Carolina (NC) 

offshore waters.  The authors found a substantial increase in effort is 

required to catch a large "citation-sized" Dolphinfish off NC, and the 

results suggested that the abundance of large individuals of this species 

has declined off NC.  This is the fifth scientific paper in the last seven 

years to document negative or declining attributes associated with 

dolphinfish in the Western Central Atlantic Ocean (WCA).  In 2018, 

Lynch et al. suggested a downward trend in the relative abundance of 

dolphinfish in the region, and in 2022, Merten et al. documented the 

extent of uncertainty in international dolphinfish landings.  In 2024, 

Damiano et al. further modeled the relative abundance of dolphinfish in 

the WCA and found a decline in recent years, while Rudershausen et al. 

(2024) observed a decrease in dolphinfish sizes (i.e., total lengths) 

caught in NC sportfishing tournaments over recent decades.  The results 

of the study published this past month is consistent with the increase in 

effort we have had to exert to catch large dolphinfish (e.g., >18 pound) 

to qualify for satellite tag deployments off Puerto Rico and also with the 

fact that we have never caught a qualifying tagging subject fishing off 

the Lower Keys on average 5 times each June since 2018.   

https://dolphintagging.com/us-east-coast-return-migrants/
https://dolphintagging.com/bahamas/
https://academic.oup.com/najfm/advance-article/doi/10.1093/najfmt/vqaf007/8102865
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Wahoo Research Published 

 

 

 

In 2021, our group set out to research wahoo.  The decision to focus 

time on this species was born out of the lack of information and 

knowledge presented on the species' life history, movements, and 

population dynamics during the most recent revision of the Dolphin-

Wahoo Management Plan by the South Atlantic Fishery Management 

Council as well as during recent Caribbean Fishery Management 

Council meetings as the CFMC works to better manage the resource in 

the U.S. Caribbean Sea.  Due to these factors and the critical importance 

of the fishery to offshore recreational anglers, we got to work and are 

excited to announce that our first scientific paper from our wahoo work 

was recently published by the Caribbean Journal of Science.  Click 

here to read more.   To request tags to tag small wahoo click here.        

Killin’ Time II Showcased in Saltwater Sportsman Film 

 

If you follow our research and tagging program, you certainly know 

of Don Gates and the Killin' Time II fishing team, whose support and 

participation has been integral to the abundance and success of gathering 

data for our research.  If you missed past articles on this team's 

https://beyondourshores.org/wahoo-international-fisheries/
https://beyondourshores.org/wahoo-international-fisheries/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfh0x21yl5JLdJok-17y_aSunlmsRw6vQUSeSNuL41t3U1yUA/viewform
https://bioone.org/journals/caribbean-journal-of-science/volume-55/issue-1/cjos.v55i1.a13/Condition-of-the-International-Fisheries-of-Wahoo-Acanthocybium-solandri-in/10.18475/cjos.v55i1.a13.short?tab=ArticleLink
https://beyondourshores.org/wahoo-international-fisheries/
https://youtu.be/BrRLIC1zNIo?si=eaoZ9rJvMzCM5CNt
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participation in our program, the following is a brief summary.  Last 

June, Killin' Time II surpassed 5,000 dolphinfish tagged for our program 

(click here to read that article).  In 

2022, we used their catch and effort 

data from the Florida Keys to submit 

a detailed public comment to the 

South Atlantic Fishery Management 

Council (SAFMC) (click here to 

read) which documented an increase 

in effort to catch a fewer amount of 

dolphinfish over a six-year time 

period.  Overall, their volunteer 

participation in our tagging program has resulted in 210 recaptures 

throughout the region.  So, when we were approached by Salt Walter 

Sportsman to feature our program, we pointed them to showcase Killin' 

Time II's amazing contribution to dolphinfish research with hopes that it 

will inspire others to get involved.  A special thanks goes out to Shawn 

Bean for creating this amazing piece.  Click here to watch the video.   

Support Our Work – Shop or Donate 

 

 

 

Support Our Research in 2025 

 

For the past seven years, we have built a 501(c)(3)  known as 

the Beyond Our Shores Foundation to manage and expand an 

international tagging program on dolphinfish and focus on other key 

fisheries research topics throughout the western central Atlantic and 

eastern tropical Pacific Oceans.  With the support of hundreds of private 

donors and several key corporate sponsors, the Dolphinfish Research 

Program continues to compile new movement records and data on 

dolphinfish in the Western Central Atlantic and Eastern Tropical Pacific 

Ocean.  As of today, 37,737 dolphinfish have been tagged for the DRP 

and 868 recaptures have been recorded.  In addition, 125 satellite tags 

have been deployed on dolphinfish and eleven on wahoo.  Collectively, 

these data have been used to publish 17 scientific articles, and the data is 

publicly available at dolphintagging.com/map.  With three key scientific 

papers in preparation on dolphinfish growth, detailed regional movement 

dynamics, and catch and effort as well as our ambitious distribution 

goals this year (400 kits and 5,000 tags), we need your support to 

achieve these key outcomes.  Help the DRP expand in 2025. Click the 

icons below to shop or donate to support our program. 

https://t.e2ma.net/webview/uikw8f/fde77dd30e3e95b65d6c51e9b4610467
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/63gt8d/ae92b7f56bcf7abfc52cf165aa43da3f
https://youtu.be/BrRLIC1zNIo?si=eaoZ9rJvMzCM5CNt
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/82-1392155
https://dolphintagging.com/map/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
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The Beyond Our Shores Foundation is a federal and Puerto Rico 

registered 501(c)(3).  Examine our federal tax-exempt status and 

examine our Puerto Rico registration. 

Click to Shop  

Click to Donate  

 

 

 

 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten, Ph.D.  

Dolphinfish Research Program  

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506, Newport, RI, 02840,  

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-Our-Shores-IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/bosf_Pr_Np_letter_20201110102833.pdf
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
http://www.beyondourshores.org/donate
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
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https://beyondourshores.org/2025-donors/

