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During November, our tagging program returned to Tropic Star Lodge to resume 

our tagging efforts in the Eastern Tropical Pacific Ocean.  One of the major 

observations was the fact that after 7.5 days of fishing on multiple vessels with 

different fishing modes (live baiting, trolling plastics, trolling lures, and bait 

sabiki rigs) we did not catch any dolphinfish between 14” and 36”.  We either 

caught extremely small dolphin 8”-14” fork-length or fish greater than 36”.  We 

also dove many logs and trash lines and only observed very small dolphin while 

in the water.  Why the lack of fish between 14” and 36”?  Furthermore, where 

are the 18”-26” fish that we commonly encounter during most outings in the 

Caribbean Sea and along the U.S. East Coast?  While bait/lure size could be a 

factor in encounter rates for dolphinfish off TSL, the fact that our boats would 

troll sometimes for a couple hours, or we would pull up to large debris and cast 

poppers or jigs as well as troll the area, and we never encountered this size class 

of fish is an important observation to note.  Looking at the fork length’s recorded 

from the tagging data from all boats during our November TSL effort, 72% of 

the fish tagged were greater than 36” versus 32% between 15”-35”, and 20% less 

than 14”.   However, we do not promote dart tagging associated with fish less 

than 14” fork-length but many boats, including ours, encountered those fish 

frequently.  If we were able to magically assess the abundance of dolphin off 

TSL would abundance show a bimodal distribution with a greater abundance of 

small and large fish but a lesser abundance of medium sized fish?  Obviously this is  

only an observation but it is worthy of 

thought and consideration given the amount 

of fishing effort we exerted last week to tag 

any dolphin we encountered.  Another 

important observation to note is 2 of 6 of 

our mrPAT tags were captured by 

commercial longliners in the area.  These 

events represent fishery independent 

recaptures because we only learned of these 

events because the tags were pinging from a 

moving vessel.   Based on this, what is the 

capture size frequency of dolphin associated 

with this LL activity?  Could this activity be 

locally depleting the subadult size class?  

Our research continues.   

https://dolphintagging.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/regional-dolphinfish-reports/
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This past month, the Dolphinfish Research Program returned to the 

Tropic Star Lodge (TSL) with the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation to 

outfit TSL's fleet with more conventional tags and tagging tools as well 

as to deploy pop-up satellite 

archival transmitters 

(PSATs) on large 

dolphinfish.  After 7.5 days 

of non-stop fishing, 

including a couple days 

participating in TSL's 2021 

Billfish Tournament, the 

fleet, as well as our tagging 

team, were able to tag and 

release more than 60 

dolphinfish that ranged 

in size from 14" to 58" 

fork-length.  A total of 

12 of those dolphinfish 

were tagged and 

released with PSATs 

that were programmed 

to remain with the fish 

for 20, 30, 90, and 180-

day deployments.  Our 

tagging effort at TSL 

began in 2018 and, 

since then, 560 

dolphinfish have been 

tagged and released by over 175 anglers.  The primary objective of this 

work is to quantify the movements of dolphinfish within the Eastern 

Tropical Pacific Ocean.  A special thanks goes out to the entire TSL 

staff as well as the captains and mates for their help in making this effort 

possible!  Click here to learn more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tropicstar.com/
https://ghof.org/?v=1d20b5ff1ee9
https://dolphintagging.com/eastern-tropical-pacific-ocean/
https://dolphintagging.com/eastern-tropical-pacific-ocean/
https://dolphintagging.com/eastern-tropical-pacific-ocean/
https://dolphintagging.com/eastern-tropical-pacific-ocean/
https://dolphintagging.com/eastern-tropical-pacific-ocean/
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Two new recoveries occurred in DR this past month.  The average 

movement rate for these fish was 10.06 miles per day toward the Old 

Bahama Channel. 

In our October newsletter, we featured some new recoveries that 

occurred off the Dominican Republic courtesy of the Sandman fishing 

team and their tagging effort based out of Punta Cana, DR.  Earlier this 

past month, we received two new recoveries off Puerto Plata, DR.  One 

of those fish, tagged by Sandman, was recovered by the same angler 

that reported a recovery in early October (crazy!) and the other by an 

angler fishing out of Gaspar Hernandez, DR.  The latter was tagged and 

released by Captain Robi Birriel aboard his vessel Nuri off Arecibo, 

PR.  This is Captain Birriel's first recovery after tagging 42 fish since 

he began participating in the program in 2017.  Captain Birriel received 

a Guy Harvey mini-print for generating this recovery and the reporter 

received a cash award.  Congratulations, anglers!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/webview/mg11nd/d307dd2687e971ee4ed3ab5698e0bf0d
https://dolphintagging.com/general-movement-patterns/
https://www.facebook.com/donate/236518065236261/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
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With 30,861 dolphinfish tagged since 2002 and our 

new wahoo tagging campaign to gather data on an 

iconic yet poorly understood pelagic fish and 

fishery, our research program has a proven track 

record in public engagement in compiling scientific 

data and producing results.  A great way to support 

the work we do is to purchase items in our online 

store including our new DRP AFTCO fishing face 

masks or Bahama Heather performance fishing 

shirts.  Get yours today!  Click here to support our 

work. 

 

We would like to thank the 186 individuals and 

fishing industry entities and partners for their 

support of our work in 2021.  With one month 

remaining in 2021, our 501(c)(3), the Beyond Our 

Shores Foundation (BOSF), created to support and 

expand the DRP, is beginning our work to raise 

funds for our 2022 effort.  Below are ways you can 

help support our work in 2022: Shop in our online 

store 

• Shop in our online store 

• Buy a kit as a gift for the holidays or 

stocking stuffer! 

• Make a tax-deductible donation to support 

program operations  

• Make a tax-deductible donation via our 

Facebook Fundraiser 

• Make a tax-deductible donation to our DRP 

Investment Fund. Please contact us for 

details.    

• Select Beyond Our Shores, Inc., as your 

preferred charitable organization to receive 

contributions from Amazon Smile  when 

you shop on Amazon.   

Click here to support our work and thank you!   

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphinfish Research Program 

 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten, Ph.D. 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506 

Newport, RI, 02840 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://dolphintagging.com/product/aftco-solido-drp-fishing-sun-mask/
https://dolphintagging.com/product/aftco-solido-drp-fishing-sun-mask/
https://dolphintagging.com/product/aftco-drp-regular-performance-fishing-shirt-bahama-heather-copy/
https://dolphintagging.com/product/aftco-drp-regular-performance-fishing-shirt-bahama-heather-copy/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-Our-Shores-IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://dolphintagging.com/product/tagging-kit/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://www.facebook.com/donate/236518065236261/
http://mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://www.facebook.com/donate/236518065236261/
https://beyondourshores.org/2021-donors/
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All 2021 Financial Supporters 

https://beyondourshores.org/2021-donors/

