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 It was a bit of a late start to the season in the MAB but dolphin 

have consistently been caught on many outings throughout the 

region as of the first and second week of August.  

Accompanying landing reports were several tag reports for 

deployments from Baltimore Canyon to Oceanographer.  In 

addition, another 74 pound bull was landed in Maryland except 

this one was caught in conjunction with the White Marlin 

Open.  Last year, right around this time, two large bulls (72.8 

and 74.5 lb fish) shattered the long standing state record in MD.  

Off Charleston, SC, many anglers report that they haven’t seen 

dolphin in weeks/months despite repeated offshore trips, yet 

within the Keys, anglers are finally saying that a solid run of 

fish seems to be coming through.  Some point to the recent TS 

systems (Marco and Laura) but the arrival of increased 

sargassum within the region also began toward the end of July 

and beginning of August.  Interestingly, Guy Harvey’s fish that 

was recaptured off Key Largo may have been associated with 

the movement of increased sargassum production in the 

western Caribbean Sea over this time period.   

https://dolphintagging.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/regional-dolphinfish-reports/
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When COVID-19 boating 

restrictions were lifted in the 

Cayman Islands at the end of 

June, we can only imagine how 

quickly Dr. Guy Harvey and 

his daughter, Jessica Harvey, 

set up an outing to get 

offshore.  As luck would have 

it, one of the two dolphin they 

tagged north of Grand Cayman 

during one of their first offshore trips of the summer, on July 1st, would go 

on to provide direct evidence of the time it takes a dolphin to swim from 

Grand Cayman to Key Largo, FL; 38 days.  Guy and Jess measured the fish 

to be 24" in fork length, and Captain Lazaro Rangel measured 28" in fork 

length when he and his family recaptured the fish aboard Lady C on birds 

off Key Largo, FL. A total growth of 4" equates to a daily rate of 

.105"/day, which is slightly faster than the program's overall average of 

.084"/day. The movement, when compared to surface drifter tracks (left) 

over the last three years from June to August, is consistent with the speed 

of the only observed drifter traversing the area in 2020.  While we do not 

have a track of exactly where this fish swam, given the predominate west-

northwest tendency for surface drifters and overall flow of surface currents, 

this recapture event highlights another U.S. Atlantic coast dolphin supply 

route via the western Caribbean Sea and Loop Current.  The other supply 

routes were identified in a paper we published in 2016 about the seasonal 

re-entry of dolphinfish along the U.S. East Coast from the northeastern 

Caribbean Sea. Click here to access that paper.  This new recovery adds to our 

Guy Harvey's Dolphin Recovered off Key Largo 

 

Figure 1 X46344 Straight-line movement to Key Largo, FL, as well as 

surface drifter ID 4101630 movement from 6.1.2020 to 8.17.2020.    

https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Merten-et-al.-2016-Fish-Res-Carib.pdf
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work on better describing the movements of dolphinfish across the broader Caribbean 

Sea and adds to the remarkable results we acquired only a year ago when, for the first 

time, a bull was observed to swim across the Caribbean Basin to the southwestern 

portion of the Caribbean Sea known as the Columbia Basin.  The tag released from the 

fish approximately 75 miles east-southeast from Isla Providencia and 106 miles east 

northeast of the San Andres Islands in the southwestern Caribbean Sea.  This intriguing 

movement raises a multitude of questions regarding the movements of dolphin in the 

Caribbean Sea.  Our research in this area began eight years ago with the first PSAT 

deployment on a dolphin off the southwest coast of Puerto Rico.  That bull was tagged 

on April 2nd, 2011, and went on to carry the tag for the full 30-day monitoring interval.  

Then, two years later, we deployed two more PSATs in the same area.  One of those fish 

returned another full 30-day monitoring period but we did not hear back from the other.  

Recently, and for the first time in this 19-year study, one of our PSATs was recovered 

off the south coast of the Dominican Republic after a 56 day monitoring period.  

Thankfully, our volunteer Fishing and Research Ambassador, Chris Whitley, along with 

colleague Rick 

Alvarez, worked 

together to 

successfully return the 

tag to the DRP HQ 

and we retrieved the 

entire movement log for the 47” bull.  While we need many more movements to 

better understand the seasonal movements of dolphinfish throughout the Caribbean 

Basin collectively these movements establish a baseline (right).    The primary 

objective of this work is to describe both broad and fine-scale horizontal and 

vertical movements of dolphin tagged and released in the Lesser and Greater 

Antilles within the Caribbean Sea (i.e., it excludes fish tagged in the tropical 

Atlantic north of the British Virgin Islands, United States Virgin Islands, Puerto 

Rico, Hispaniola, Cuba and the Bahamas).  This is the first study of this nature to 

be undertaken in this region and will help us to better understand how this species 

moves between jurisdictions within the Caribbean Sea, what movement routes, 

pathways, and corridors dolphin may use and on what time frame, and how fish 

that move through the eastern Caribbean Sea are connected to other regions 

including the southwestern, western, and northwestern Caribbean Sea.   

Figure 3  Preliminary movements of dolphin based on conventional (yellow 

arrows) and satellite tag (red arrows) data in the Caribbean Sea since 2009.  

The numbers indicate days at large.  Stars without numbers indicate 

additonal recapture sites for fish tagged along the U.S. East Coast.  

Figure 2 June (yellow), July (red), and August (blue) surface 

drifter movements. 

https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Dolphin-Movements-in-the-Caribbean-Sea-cv2.jpg
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Figure 4  The comparison of X34351 popup location to an extensive surface drifter analysis conducted by Richardson (2005).  The black stars in the three 

diagrams represent the approximate popup location of tag X34351 in the northern part of the Columbia-Panama Gyre.  Click to enlarge. 

https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Richardson-2005-dsr-caribbean-sea-7-copy.jpg
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Now that the DRP is 

headquartered in Newport, 

Rhode Island, over the next 

several years, we are focused 

on involving more captains and 

crews in data collection on 

dolphin in this region. To 

incentivize this effort, this year 

we created an additional 

awards program for anglers 

participating in the Mid-

Atlantic Bight. This awards 

program was made possible by 

AFTCO, Star Rods, Shimano 

Reels, and the Guy Harvey 

Ocean Foundation. To date, 

eight vessels have submitted 

official tag deployment reports in 

the MAB: Adios Dos, Blue Line 

Charters, Easton Pool, Fortuna, 

Frayed Knot, Kraken, Good 

Company, and Perfect Circle.  A 

special thanks to each of these 

vessel owners, captains and crews 

for deploying tags already this 

season.  To learn more about the 

specific MAB award categories 

and how to get tags, visit 

beyondourshores.org/mab or 

click the flyer above.  

2020 MAB Dolphin Tagging Initiative Underway 

 

https://beyondourshores.org/mab/
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DRP Webinar Today 1:00 to 2:30 PM 

 

 
 

Ahead of the South Atlantic Fishery Management 

Council's September Dolphin-Wahoo Advisory 

Board Meeting, the Council requested an update of 

research conducted to date from the Dolphinfish 

Research Program (DRP).  Join us today as we 

provide a comprehensive update of research 

associated with our international tagging 

program.  Click here to register. 

 

Shop to Support Our Tagging 

Program 

  

 

 

Help support the 

Dolphinfish Research 

Program (DRP) by pre-

ordering our new 

performance fishing shirt that highlights our 

research effort based out of Tropic Star Lodge in 

southwest Panama.  If you are interested in pre-

ordering our new DRP performance fishing shirt 

please email me at 

wess@beyondourshores.org.  Proceeds from your 

purchase helps fund our tagging program and 

research of one of the ocean's most iconic offshore 

game fish species.  Click here or below to support 

us. 

 

Request Your Tagging Kit 

 
 

Participation in the DRP helps collect information 

on many research objectives.  Greater tagging 

activity helps boost data collection.  To date, we 

have shipped 208 kits to anglers around the world.  

Request your kit today to help us maximize data 

collection in 2020.  Click here to request a kit.  This 

year we are excited to include two circle hook jigs, 

provided by Bird of Prey Fishing Tackle, in every 

kit to promote the use of circle hooks while trolling, 

sight-casting, or bailing dolphin.  To purchase a kit 

to support the DRP, click here.  

To make tax-deductible donation click image 

below: 

 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks 

out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphinfish Research 

Program 

 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506 

Newport, RI, 02840 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://safmc.net/safmc-meetings/other-meetings/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://dolphintagging.com/research-objectives/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/uaqfdc/8a8b639b79c1135ee441cdacc1246bf3
https://birdofpreyfishingtackle.com/
https://dolphintagging.com/product/tagging-kit/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/2020-donors/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
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