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Over the past several weeks, two prominent offshore anglers
fishing south of Massachusetts and Rhode Island in the
offshore canyons have reported low numbers of dolphin. Both
Captains fished the lobster pots in Oceanographer and East
Atlantis Canyons and did not catch any dolphin. For these
Captains this is unusual given water temperatures are in the mid
70s. But, one notable difference with this season along the
U.S. East Coast is the lack of large Sargassum mats. However,
the University of South Florida Satellite-Based Sargassum
Watch System forecasted an increase in moderate Sargassum
amounts to enter the eastern Gulf of Mexico, Florida Straits,
and transport along the U.S. East Coast through July into
August. Given this forecast, plus the forecast for a tropical
system to affect the U.S. East Coast next week, dolphin
abundance could increase due to these factors through midAugust in the MAB. With one recapture reported by Vito
Difrancesco off northern New Jersey this past week a run of
fish south of RI and MA could be coming. We hope to share
some tagging results from this region in our next two monthly
newsletters.
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July Recaptures along the U.S. East Coast
Since May, 668 dolphin have been tagged along the U.S. East Coast for the Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP), and 24 of those fish have been
recaptured as of today. This represents an overall recapture rate of 3.5%, which is high compared to previous years (2.1% in 2018 and 2.2% in
2019). Considering only fish tagged and released in June in the Florida Keys over the past three years, the recapture rate for those fish was 2.6% in
2018, 2.9% in 2019, and 4.5% this year. What can explain the high recapture rate this year for dolphin tagged in the Florida Keys? Does this mean
more anglers are fishing this year? That there are less dolphin or dolphin habitat (sargassum) moving through the region? Or, is it a combination of
those factors? We have heard reports from some fishermen that the pandemic has reduced the number of trips they make in a year, but for others,
they are fishing more than ever. We have also received mixed reports about the run of dolphin through the Florida Straits in that it seems the dolphin
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did not show up and there was a lack of large sargassum patches. Another factor that could explain the high recovery rate is proper tagging protocols
followed by DRP participating vessels. By tagging vessel, WamJam has a 5.9% recovery rate with 5 of the 84 fish they tagged in June
recovered. Killin' Time II has a 5.1% recovery rate (17 recaptures from 327 tagged and released). Last year, WamJam had a .7% recovery rate and
Killin' Time II had 5.3% recovery rate. Therefore, the uptick in higher overall recovery rate could be simply be due to better tagging protocols used
by WamJam. But, another vessel, Slam Em' Back Captained by Jay Reid, only tagged six fish and one of those fish was recovered (a 16% recovery
rate). Data such as these collected in association with the DRP are useful in comparing past, present, and future trends for dolphin and are only made
possible through the dedication of anglers such as you.

New Board Members
Three years ago in July, we began the process of forming the Beyond Our Shores Foundation, a 501(c)(3), to expand the Dolphinfish Research
Program. Since then, our Board of Directors has provided critical support and guidance to our program and we are excited to annouce our newest
board members! Click on their images below to view their profiles.

Bryant Stokes

Chris Jobes (far right)
35 years fishing
experience

25 years fishing
experience

Homeport –
Cape May, NJ

Homeport Georgetown, SC

Region –
Mid-Atlantic Bight

Region –
South Atlantic Bight
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2020 Summer Research Interns
Since July 2017, we have had 20 fisheries research interns, which includes two separate groups of students from the University of Maryland, assist
with our research and tagging program and learn about fisheries and dolphinfish. This summer we are excited to have two more fisheries research
interns. Read more about our interns below to learn how they are helping to develop their skillsets and further our tagging program's impact on
outreach, education, and science.

Margaret Rodrique

Jack Mendelow

Margaret is writing a
scientific note that
couples remote
sensing data with
field observations
from a research
expedition conducted
in Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Caribbean
Sea in 2018.

Jack is creating a
digital archive of the
entire record of 19
years of monthly
newsletters
published by the
Dolphinfish
Research Program
(DRP).
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Shop to Support Our Tagging
Program

Request Your Tagging Kit

Participation in the DRP helps collect information
on many research objectives. Greater tagging
activity helps boost data collection. To date, we
have shipped 176 kits to anglers around the world.
Request your kit today to help us maximize data
collection in 2020. Click here to request a kit. This
year we are excited to include two circle hook jigs,
provided by Bird of Prey Fishing Tackle, in every
kit to promote the use of circle hooks while trolling,
sight-casting, or bailing dolphin. To purchase a kit
to support the DRP, click here.

Revenue generated from sales helps our tagging
program distribute tags and kits to anglers around
the world. Help support the Dolphinfish Research
Program (DRP) by purchasing a program t-shirt,
hat, performance fishing shirt, or tagging kit. Help
support our research of one of the ocean's most
iconic offshore game fish species. Click here or the
button below to support us.

To make tax-deductible donation click image
below:

Donate to Support the DRP
Three years ago we
took the lead to run
the Dolphinfish
Research Program
(DRP) following
Don Hammond’s
retirement. This led
to the formation of
the Beyond Our
Shores Foundation,
a 501(c)(3), to support and expand the
DRP. Through your gracious support our tagging
program has been steadily growing. Help us
continue to expand our tagging program and
fisheries research by donating today. Your donation
will advance the expansion of the DRP, a leader in
the conservation and research of dolphin, by helping
to purchase more tags to distribute to anglers,
support our education programs, and improve
fisheries data collection among recreational, forhire, and small-scale commercial fishermen. Click
here to donate.

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks
out to:
Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphinfish Research
Program
Mail to:
Wessley Merten
Dolphinfish Research Program
Beyond Our Shores, Inc.
PO BOX 3506
Newport, RI, 02840
Email: wess@beyondourshores.org
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