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The Mythical Century-Mark Behemoth Dolphin 

 

By Jennifer Betz and Wessley Merten 

This massive dolphin was caught out of the Tropic Star Lodge nearly 9 

years ago.  The crew that caught this behemoth, including Mr. Tred Barta 

and Mr. Dennis Braid, estimated the fish to have weighed between 115- and 

120- pounds before they filleted it and fired up the grill.  While we are 

excited a photo exists of this catch, unfortunately, the International Game 

Fish Association (IGFA) never received proper documentation of this fish, 

which would have been necessary to challenge the current all-tackle world 

record.  Had this fish been properly weighed, measured, and documented 

with IGFA, it is likely it would have shattered the current 87-pound world 

record held by Mr. Manuel Salazar in Costa Rica in 1976.  We do wish this 

specimen was documented with IGFA, the world's most widely recognized 

authority on the conservation of game fish and the promotion of responsible, 

ethical angling practices, 

through science, education, rule 

making, and record 

keeping.  We can only wonder 

how old this fish was.  With 

scales used for age 

determination, the maximum 

age of dolphinfish was 

estimated at four years for the 

Straits of Florida (n=511; 

Beardsley, 1967), three years 

off North Carolina (n=738, Rose 

and Hassler, 1968; n=339, 

Schwenke & Buckle, 2008), and 

three years in the Mediterranean 

Sea (n=150, Massutí et al., 

1999).  The longest time at 

liberty for a recapture within the 

DRP is 557 days, which was a 

fish that weighed 58 pounds and 

was recaptured by Captain 

Raudrick Nazario of San 

German, PR.  While completely speculative, doubling the weight of 

Nazario’s fish would put it close to the dolphin landed 9 years ago at TSL 

(i.e., ~116 pounds), but how old would that fish be?  Given that, for most 

animals growth begins to slow with age, doubling the time at large for 

Narazio’s fish would equate to 3.05 years at liberty.  Narazio’s fish was 

tagged by Captain Bouncer Smith aboard his boat Bouncer’s Dusky in 2011 

as a 20” peanut (i.e., approximately 5 months old).  Add the age at release to  

Caption 1 Raudrick Nazario of San German, 

Puerto Rico, displays the 58 pound tagged 

dolphin he caught off the southwest coast of 

Puerto Rico on December 9th, 2012 (Photo 

provided by R. Nazario) 

https://www.tropicstar.com/en/
https://igfa.org/
https://igfa.org/


twice the time at large for Narazio’s fish and we arrive 

at a 3.43 year old fish at 116 pounds.  This would equate 

to a growth rate of 1.6 ounces or 45 grams per day for 

the life of that fish.  Growth obtained through the DRP’s 

tagging data suggest fish grow around ~45” or ~28 

pounds (35 grams per day) in a year (unpublished).  

Other studies suggest 50” or 40 pounds (49 grams per 

day) in a year.  To sustain that type of growth rate for 3 

and a half years is almost inconceivable but, who knows 

maybe this species can pack on 100+ pounds in 3.5 

years.  Point being, had this beast been properly 

documented with IGFA, we would know more about the 

age and growth of this species.  This is not the first time 

a likely hundred- pound dolphin went undocumented.  

Just over 3 years ago, another potential century-mark 

dolphin was 

caught off Cabo 

San Lucas but was 

filleted before 

being properly 

documented with 

IGFA.  Because 

documentation is 

critical, we think 

it’s necessary to 

share the steps to 

properly 

document and 

submit a potential 

all-tackle world-

record breaking mahi with IGFA in part I of this 

month’s article.   

The process for documenting a potential record-

setting dolphin, or any other fish, needs to be done 

correctly.  Below is a basic list of steps to follow.  

● Take a picture - IGFA uses pictures to verify 

the catch. 

● Weigh the fish on a certified scale.  Most major 

marinas and tackle shops where sport fishing is 

popular have certified scales.  Or, carry your 

own scale and have it calibrated by IGFA for a 

nominal fee.  Click here to get your scale 

certified.      

● When claiming you have a world record catch, 

you need to submit the official IGFA world 

record application.  Click here for the 

application.  

● Send in a 50 foot sample of line still attached 

to the double line/leader used to make the 

catch. IGFA uses this sample to determine the 

specified strength of the line.   

● Properly document your witnesses (e.g., 

captain, weighmaster, and other anglers).  

● Get your application notarized by a notary 

public or if not available, a government 

commissioner or embassy resident.   

● Report your catch as soon as possible because 

there are reporting requirements.  Click here to 

read more. .  

● For a detailed list of ALL requirements click 

here. 

Documenting the 

most rare of 

individuals of any 

fish with IGFA does 

entail a thorough 

process, but we are 

grateful that this 

process exists to 

allow anglers the 

opportunity to 

advance society’s 

knowledge on the 

uniqueness of the 

rarest individuals in 

any given species.  

We just still can’t 

believe that 87 pounds is still the all-tackle world record 

for mahi!  But, with large 72- to 76- pound fish caught 

off the U.S. East Coast just last year (and last month), 

maybe it could happen this year.  Part II of this month’s 

article 

examines 

current state- 

and country- 

based dolphin 

records around 

the country 

and region and 

we use 

recapture data 

to examine 

when it is 

likely state 

records could 

be challenged, 

and that is 

spring.    

 

 

 

Caption 2  The International Game Fish 
Association is the  world's most widely 
recognized authority on the conservation of 
game fish and the promotion of responsible, 
ethical angling practices, through science, 
education, rule making, and record keeping. 

Caption 3 Above are examples of some 
acceptable weighing devices and scales, 
they must be certified by authorized 
officials. IFGA has the right to challenge 
scales used to weigh catches at any time.    

Caption 4 Biggest dolphin caught during the 
2018 Big Rock Tournament – June 14, 2018 
Photo courtesy of Brian Peele 

https://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/field-notes/filleted-mahi-mahi-might-have-been-world-record
https://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/field-notes/filleted-mahi-mahi-might-have-been-world-record
https://igfa.org/scale-certification/
https://igfa.org/world-record-application/
https://igfa.org/world-record-requirements/
https://igfa.org/world-record-requirements/
https://igfa.org/world-record-requirements/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/3_14_2019_port_everglades.jpg
https://igfa.org/
https://www.thebigrock.com/gamefish-catches-top-big-rock-day/


Table 1 Select state and country dolphin records by weight in terms of pounds and ounces.  The current all-tackle world 

record is indicated with an asterisk.  N means only the year was indicated at the specified source. nr = not reported    

State or Country Angler 
Weight Month/ 

Year 
Source 

Date 

Accessed Pounds Ounces 

Massachusetts Ty Warren 61 3 8/2009 Source 2/15/2019 

Rhode Island H. Morris 32 4 8/1995 Source 2/27/2019 

Connecticut John Dagan 47 2 N/2016 Source 2/27/2019 

New York Richard Divika 52 0 8/1985 Source 2/27/2019 

New Jersey Scott Smith, Jr. 63 3 N/1974 Source 2/27/2019 

Delaware William Emmert 56 9 N/2014 Source 2/27/2019 

Maryland Kim Lawson 67 8 7/1985 Source 2/27/2019 

Virginia Don Dorey 71 8 N/1991 Source 2/27/2019 

North Carolina Sean Yurkanin 79 0 N/1993 Source 2/27/2019 

South Carolina Ryan Riggs 77 5 N/2008 Source 2/27/2019 

Georgia Michael Sheppard 67 6 N/1997 Source 2/27/2019 

Florida R. Vail 81 0 6/2007 Source 2/27/2019 

Alabama Ashton Mabire 65 8 5/2007 Source 2/27/2019 

Mississippi D.L. Siegel 62 0 N/1981 Source 2/27/2019 

Louisiana Robert Prest 71 4 6/1976 Source 2/27/2019 

Texas Ryan Foster 65 11 6/2008 Source 2/27/2019 

California Kim Larson 66 0 9/1990 Source 2/27/2019 

Hawaii Kathy Hunter 82 0 9/1987 Source 2/27/2019 

Mexico James Dillon 85 0 7/2001 Source 2/27/2019 

Costa Rica* Manuel Salazar 87 0 9/1976 Source 2/26/2019 

Puerto Rico nr ~82 nr 2004 PR DNER 10/2018 

 

Click here to check out all the line class, tippet, and junior world records for dolphinfish certified by IGFA. 

 

 

 

https://www.fishingnortheast.net/choose-your-state/massachusetts/massachusetts-record-fish/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/fish-wildlife/records/index.php
https://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2696&q=322742
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7906.html
https://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/recfish-salt.htm
http://www.eregulations.com/delaware/fishing/state-record-holders/
http://www.eregulations.com/maryland/fishing/state-records/
http://www.virginiabeachanglersclub.org/State%20Records.html
http://www.fishing-nc.com/nc-fishing-records.php
http://www.dnr.sc.gov/fish/saltrecs/records.html
http://www.eregulations.com/georgia/fishing/georgias-saltwater-gamefish-records/
http://www.electricbluefishing.com/eb_sub_menu/florida_fish_records.htm
https://www.outdooralabama.com/saltwater-fishing/current-saltwater-state-records
http://www.dmr.ms.gov/images/fisheries/finfish/State%20Records%20Worksheet%208-5-15.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/LOWALouisianaStateFishRecords-1-15-17.pdf
https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/action/staterecords.php?env=SW&age_group=all&list=0&browse=Submit
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Records
http://www.hawaiifishingnews.com/records.cfm
https://igfa.org/igfa-world-records-search/?search_type=CommonName&search_term_1=Dolphinfish&search_term_2=Mexico
https://www.costaricafishingreport.com/worldrecordfish.shtml
https://igfa.org/igfa-world-records-search/?search_type=CommonNameSummary&search_term_1=Dolphinfish


Spring: A Time of U.S East Coast Return Dolphin Migrants 

 

Over the course of the 16 years of the DRP, 42 of 633 recaptures, or 6.6% of the program’s dataset represent fish that were recovered on the same coast where they 

were released in a year subsequent to when they were tagged.  The majority of these (57%) occurred during spring, with May having the most examples.  

Therefore, now is the time when large (not just small) dolphin are running along the U.S. East Coast and the following examples represent clear evidence of this.  

Below is a table that lists the dedicated anglers and captains who tagged and released small dolphin and took precious time to report the recoveries.  This list only 

includes recaptures examined in this article.  Upon release, 

these fish ranged from 14” to 22” and averaged 18.6”.  

Growth ranged from 7” to 40” and averaged 19.7” for an 

average of 248 days at large.  These examples further 

highlight the benefit of this international tag and release 

program.  Each one shows a small peanut dolphin being 

tagged along the U.S. East Coast only to return several 

months to a year later as gaffers, and most occur right around 

this time of the year.  Despite all of these return migrant 

recoveries, the maximum time at large for a return migrant 

recorded for the DRP is only 388 days.  During that time, the 

fish grew 24” and was landed as an approximately 20 pound 

fish.  When released that fish measured 14” and was likely 3 

months old.  Add the release age with the time at large and we 

get only a 1.3 year-old fish, suggesting that true tackle testing 

and state record challenging fish in the South Atlantic Bight 

are those individuals that are likely making their 3rd or even 

4th return trip up the U.S. East Coast.  Based on these data, we 

think that dolphin that weigh in at 70 to 80+ pounds along the 

U.S. East Coast are making their 3rd or 4th return migration 

through the Gulf Stream system and are likely greater than 3 

years old.  Therefore, one of the most significant recoveries 

yet to be made for the DRP is a U.S East Coast return migrant 

at large for more than 550 days.  The ultimate would be a fish 

at large for 1460 days or 4 years.  Through this tagging 

program we can obtain those results to advance our 

knowledge of this amazing species and, along the way, we 

may find that the eldest dolphin, the century-mark beast, 

mayactually push closer toward 5 years of age.  Be sure to 

check out the image below to link to a slideshow at 

dolphintagging.com that provides a series of figures 

describing numerous return migrant examples.   

 

 

 

https://dolphintagging.com/us-east-coast-return-migrants/


Click the image below to view the complete slideshow of return migrants at dolphintagging.com 

 

https://dolphintagging.com/us-east-coast-return-migrants/
https://dolphintagging.com/us-east-coast-return-migrants/
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U.S. Atlantic Dolphin Fishery Management Plan 

The South Atlantic Fishery 

Management 

Council (SAFMC) 

is responsible for 

recommending and 

developing the fishery 

management plan for dolphin off eastern Florida, 

Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina.  Currently, 

the SAFMC is pursuing options to revise 13 different 

regulations, including redefining optimum yield for 

dolphin and allowing adaptive management of sector 

annual catch limits.  Click here to view the proposed 

schedule of events for amending the U.S. East Coast 

Dolphin-Wahoo fishery management plan.  With public 

review of these issues about to begin, now is the time to 

voice your opinion on these matters before amendments 

are made.  Click here to submit your public comments 

regarding these matters to the SAFMC.     

Support the DRP. Buy a Tee or Hat! 

Help support our research by purchasing a program tee 

or hat.  The logo featured on the shirts was created by 
Guy Harvey, the renowned marine artist and fisheries 

scientist.  DRP tees come in light blue, white, grey, and 

black.  Hats come in black, blue, or pink.  Click here to 

order some gear where 100% of proceeds go to the DRP.   

Financial Support Needed 

 

For those of you who follow the DRP you are well 

aware that the program is ambitious.  It is also a cost-

effective research effort.  No academic institution or 

government agency could conduct a similar caliber of 

work for the same actual cost that the DRP conducts it 

for. This program represents a viable alternative that 

conservation-minded anglers and organizations have at 

their disposal for addressing important fisheries issues 

such as the collection of quantitative data on dolphin 

abundance, movements, life history traits, and 

behavior.  In addition, over the past 5 years, research has 

expanded to investigate dolphin behavior and catch at 

fish aggregating devices (FADs) in the Caribbean Sea; 

FAD data in this region is lacking but needed given the 

rise in the use of FADs over the past decade.  Tax 

deductible donations to the DRP can be made by 

donating to the Beyond Our Shores Foundation, the 
official 501(c)(3) of the DRP.   

Here are ways to help fund this important research:  

• AmazonSmile  You shop. Amazon gives.  

 

Support the DRP by visiting smile.amazon.com 

and select Beyond Our Shores, Inc, as your 

charity of choice.   

 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our 

organization. 

 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 

Same products, same prices, same service.  

• Purchase an original DRP Tee or DRP Hat at 

our shop. 100% of the proceeds go to funding 

the Dolphinfish Research Program visit 

dolphintagging.com/shop   

• Donate by check. Click here for instructions. 

• Donate via Paypal. Click here to donate via 

Paypal. 

The Beyond Our Shores Foundation just finished its 

first complete year of taxes since receiving our tax-

exempt status! Click here to see our 2018 financial 

records.  For every dollar donated to BOSF, 75% goes 

toward advancing our education and research 

programs.  No donation is too small.  Donate today to 

help advance our research and education programs that 

cover a wide array of fisheries topics. 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphinfish Research Program 

 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 662 

Rockville, MD, 20848 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/DW_decision_document.jpg
https://safmc.wufoo.com/forms/z1qhn6vo1itjxeq/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://www.guyharvey.com/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-Our-Shores-IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/990-N_BOS_2018.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
http://safmc.net/amendments-under-development/dolphin-wahoo-amendment-10/
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