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Brief Look at Movements of Dolphin to the MAB 

 

In the Mid-Atlantic Bight (MAB), we lack quantitative information on 

the movement dynamics, vertical depth use, and presence/absence of 

dolphin.  Only 1.1% of all fish tagged for the program occurred in the 

MAB.  Pair of Docs, owned and operated by David "Doc" Jobes, and 

its team are responsible for 30% of all releases in the MAB and have 

in fact gotten two recaptures out of their work (a 2.4% recovery 

rate).  One of those fish was recaptured 56 days later only 19 

kilometers from where it was released back in 2015.  That fish was 

recovered by Gregory Pfeifer in September after the fish was released 

in July.   Among the four other recaptures of fish that were released in 

the MAB, the maximum time at liberty was 15 days, and all fish were 

recaptured in relatively the same area as they were released.  While 

many anglers may have an innate feeling about how the season 

progresses for dolphin and how they move in the MAB, without 

quantitative information we cannot begin to decipher, numerically 

predict/forecast, or fully understand what this amazing species does (or 

is doing) when it is present in the MAB.  Case in point, the fish 

recently recaptured by Lenny Larson of Brick, NJ, highlights the 

presence of dolphin very close to shore 

off the northern coast of New Jersey.  

Captain Larson reported that he caught 

the fish in 185’ of water at a location 

called “Monster Ledge.”  This is not 

only the closest recapture to shore for 

the program since 2002 but it is also the 

northernmost recapture in our program.  

This recovery is very timely given our 

intention to begin to focus more time 

and resources toward further describing 

the movements of dolphin within the 

MAB.  If would like a free kit please 

contact us at 

beyondourshores.org/contact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caption 1 Lenny Larson of Brick, NJ, poses 
with his brother and their catch from August 
27th caught 20 miles east of Manasquan Inlet 
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Check out the new film entitled “Killin’ Time II Hits 3,000” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those of you who follow the program, you are likely 

well aware of the amazing milestone that Captain Don 

Gates and the Killin' Time II fishing team just surpassed. 

Many offshore recreational anglers will not catch 3,000 

dolphin in their lifetime, let alone tag and release that 

number for conservation and science.  Their effort 

represents the largest private recreational fishing team's 

contribution to the knowledge of the life history and 

movements of dolphin in the world.   Given the 

magnitude of this event we created a short film to 

showcase their impressive effort.  Watch and be inspired 

by the dedication of the Killin' Time II fishing team as 

they push the limit on their impact on dolphin 

conservation and science.  Click here to watch the short 5 

minute film or click here to read about it in last month's 

newsletter.  Special thanks to Dr. Guy Harvey and the 

Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation for sending a signed 

and limited edition lithograph to each of the main 

members of the Killin Time II fishing team!   Caption 2 Captain Don Gates, Allen Lewis, and 

Darryl Williams, all the main crew of the Killin' Time 

II fishing team pose with their signed and limited 

edition Guy Harvey "Dolphin Oasis" lithographs after 

surpassing 3000 fish tagged and released for the DRP. 

https://youtu.be/YAEW1SRy6aY
https://youtu.be/YAEW1SRy6aY
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/August-2018-Dolphinfish-Research-Program-Newsletter.pdf
https://youtu.be/YAEW1SRy6aY
https://youtu.be/YAEW1SRy6aY
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Tagging progress through 9/9/2018 
 

 

To see your vessel’s tagging progress as of 

8/26/2018  please click here or image below. 

New T-Shirts Available for Purchase 

Help support our 

dolphin research by 

purchasing a program 

tee.  The logo featured 

on the shirts was 

created by Guy 

Harvey, the renowned 

marine artist and 

fisheries scientist.  DRP tees come in white, grey, and 

black.  You can also purchase a FAD t-shirt to support 

our FAD research. These tees are designed by Casta 

Design in San Diego, CA.  Click here to read our latest 

FAD newsletter or here to watch a video.  Please click 

here to order a t-shirt. 

 

 

Help Support Dolphinfish Research 

The Dolphinfish Research Program is conducted by the 

Beyond Our Shores Foundation, a corporation that has 

received 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.  Beyond Our 

Shores, Inc., was founded to provide financial, 

accounting, marketing, and 

scientific support to the 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

and other citizen driven fisheries 

research programs.  The mission 

of BOSF is to enhance and 

conserve marine fisheries, ocean 

habitats, and the coastal 

communities they support by engaging the public in rich, 

educational, and meaningful scientific research and 

experiences.  Your support can help purchase tags and  

supplies to assemble tagging kits that are distributed to 

fishermen throughout the region to engage them in our 

research.  Your funds can also help support the 

acquisition of new camera equipment to film tagging 

operations in the field as well as computer and office 

equipment to help write reports, computer and office 

equipment to help write reports, conduct data analysis, 

and create presentations for outreach and education.  

There is no donation that is too small.  Please donate by 

clicking here. 

To make tax-deductible donation click image below: 

 

To Donate by Check, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphin Study 

 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 662 

Rockville, MD, 20848 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

Tagging Zones Releases (#) 

Florida 1: 23o-25oN 

Caribbean Sea 

760 

360 

Florida 2: 25o-27oN 354 

Florida 3: 27o-30oN 141 

SAB 2: 32o-33oN 49 

Bahamas 9 

Eastern Tropical Pacific 8 

Gulf of Mexico 6 

SAB 1: 30o-32oN 5 

NCSE: 33o-35oN 2 

MAB 2: >38 oN 1 

NCNE: 35o-36.5oN 1 

Total 1696 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
https://www.guyharvey.com/
https://www.guyharvey.com/
https://castadesign.com/
https://castadesign.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Q2-June-FAD-eNewsletter.pdf
https://youtu.be/jDcdb4tocuM
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-Our-Shores-IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://www.paypal.me/beyoundourshores
https://beyondourshores.org/
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/preliminary-counts-2018.pdf
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https://beyondourshores.org/2018-donors/

