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Dolphin Tagging Progress to Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1 Julien Brossel of Madatet Lures in Guadeloupe releases one 

of dozens dolphin tagged thus far in 2018 

Tag distribution, fishermen sign ups, releases, 

and recorded movements are all on a record pace since 

the beginning of the year.  To date, we have distributed 

2,208 tags to 150 anglers around the world, recorded 261 

releases, gathered 5 recaptures and deployed 4 satellite 

tags.  The Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP) offers 

offshore fishermen the chance to actively participate in 

scientific research. In the past, anglers have voiced their 

concern that no research was being done on popular 

game fish in their areas. Now, here is your opportunity! 

Anglers who want to know more about dolphin in their 

area should sign up to participate in this program.  Click 

here to sign up.  Now, more than ever, we need your 

support to continue to expand the program.  Fishing 

clubs, fishing industry representatives, or individuals 

who are interested in supporting the DRP should contact 

Wess Merten at wess@beyondourshores.org for more 

details on how to sponsor or contribute to the program.  

Another way to support the program is to buy a program 

t-shirt.  Click here to purchase a t-shirt.   

Currently, Julien Brossel of Madatet Lures in 

Guadeloupe, Colin Butler of Fish Whistle in St. 

Thomas, and Kevin Alexander of Whoo Dat (owned by 

Kevin Richardson) fishing out of the Dominican 

Republic are at the top of the leaderboard, accounting for 

half of all fish tagged.  This is the first time in the history 

of the program we have three fishing teams from the 

Caribbean Sea leading our network in releases.  These 

individuals and crews need to be commended for their 

efforts to take the initiative to tag and release small 

healthy dolphin in order to further our knowledge of this 

species in the western Atlantic Ocean.   

One of the key attributes of this international 

tagging program is the ability for the data to show the 

seasonal expansion of the occurrence of dolphin as they 

begin to move into an area.  Since last fall, we have been 

issuing bi-weekly reports by collecting release and 

recapture reports, monitoring trips from vessels 

throughout the western central Atlantic, and 

documenting social media posts from established 

charters, marinas, and fishermen throughout the region.  

Collectively, this type of analysis has allowed us to 

document catches along the north coast of Puerto Rico 

shift from 12.4 fish per trip (10/2017 – 2/2018; 49 trips) 

to 3.27 fish per trip (3/2018 – present; 55 trips) as the 

season came to an end.  In the Florida Keys, Rock Boat 

owned and operated by Bob and Richard Delizza 

caught an average 5.28 fish per trip (8 trips) since their 

first trip on May 5th.  Out of Georgetown, SC, Painkiller 

owned and operated by Hunter ‘Doc’ Stokes, has 

average 13.5 fish per trip (3 trips) since their first trip on 

April 28th.  As Don Hammond reported in the 

introduction, the higher catch rates per trip for boats off 

South and North Carolina than boats fishing out of the 

Keys is likely because of the different supply routes for 

dolphin to the U.S. east coast.  This program has 

documented a westward trend for dolphin that occur 

north of the Greater Antilles and are subsequently 

thought to enter U.S. waters via the Old Bahamas 

Channel or by moving northwest along the Bahama 

Escarpment.  It is the latter route, that likely supplies 

fisheries from northern Florida to North Carolina early 

in the season with greater abundance due to proximity to 

the northern Greater Antilles, and this could explain the 

wide disparity of reports coming in.  Further evidence of 

this route is explained by a recent recovery of a fish 

tagged by Jimbo and Rick Thomas aboard the Thomas 

Flyer based out of Miami, FL.  On August 22nd, 2017, 

they released an 18” fish that was just recaptured by 

John Hille after being at liberty for 259 days.  This fish 

was likely in its second lap along the U.S. east coast, and 

while we still have not been able to confirm the size of 

the fish when recaught, the time at liberty suggests the 

fish had grown from a 1 lb. peanut to a >20 lb. adult.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Thomas-Flyer-Recapture.jpg
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We will share more details on this recapture through 

social media (@Dolphinfish ResearchProgram) and 

future newsletters as more information comes in. 

 Next, let’s turn to movement dynamics in the 

Northwest Channel and off the Keys.  First up is a 

dolphin reported by Alex Dulski caught on floating 

debris, 28 miles east-southeast of Freeport, Bahamas 

(image right).  The 27” cow was caught, tagged and 

released by Sam McGinley around floating debris 

aboard his vessel Shurhold two days prior.  Click here 

to watch Sam tag and release the fish.  The fish moved 

17.33 miles north-northwest of the tagging site and 

averaged 8.67 miles per day.  In the past, we have 

documented fish moving into and out of the northwest 

channel with movement rates far lower than rates in the 

Straits of Florida (Florida instate average (Key West to 

Cape Canaveral): 21.07 mph; 114 fish movements).  Not 

only does this recapture event point to the marked 

difference in movement rates between the Straits and the 

Northwest Channel, but it also showcases another supply 

route (albeit likely smaller) for fish entering U.S. waters 

from the Bahamas.   

 For the most part, dolphin move fairly swiftly 

through the Straits but that is not what Bob Frevert’s 

fish did after being tagged and released aboard 

Lightning Rod on April 25th.  After talking with Bob, it 

was also by sheer chance that this fish even got tagged 

and released because Bob rarely catches the fish but 

rather drives the boat.  Nonetheless, Bob hopped on the 

rod and caught the 21” fish, and while they were going 

to keep it, Bob wanted to get a photo of a tagged fish, so 

they marked it, took a quick photo, and tossed it back.  

As luck would have it, Chris Dillon of Charisma 

Sportfishing recaptured the fish 13 days later after the 

fish only moved 6.41 miles north-northeast of its release 

site.  Below is the photo that allowed this fish, and the 

crew that caught it, to add another valuable movement to 

the DRP’s dataset.  This movement is very interesting 

given the slow movement.  In the past we calculated that 

fish on average move 21.07 miles per hour from Key 

West to Cape 

Canaveral. This 

movement rate is 43 

times faster than the 

speed of Frevert’s 

fish suggesting the   

fish may have moved 

north only to be 

influenced to come 

back southwest 

through the presence of a southwesterly coastal counter 

current/eddy or strong southwesterly wind event.  

Halfway through the time at liberty for this fish a very 

strong southwesterly wind event did impact the region.  

Given the small size of this fish and likely fidelity with 

surface objects, it is possible the strong southwesterly 

wind event from 5/1-5/6 had an impact on this 

movement.  In the past, we have logged numerous 

southerly movements of fish in this region.  Future 

research is need to couple meteorology and 

oceanography to better determine what events may cause 

fish to linger or recirculate through.   

 

Click image to enlarge 

Holding the fish: mate Michael Ondrasek; Guy in T-shirt: Bruce's son 
Asa; Angler: Capt. Bob Frevert; Photo Credit: Bob Frevert 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram
https://shurhold.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Shurhold/videos/10156186562614351/
http://www.charismasportfishing.com/
http://www.charismasportfishing.com/
http://omgsrv1.meas.ncsu.edu:8080/CNAPS/atm.jsp
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Shurhold-Recapture.jpg
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Lightning-Rod-recapture.jpg
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https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2016/SAC-07/PDFs/Docs/_English/SAC-07-06a(i)-Dorado-assessment.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/IATTC_conceptual_model.jpg
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      Dolphin tagging progress through May 9th 2018 

 

Buy a Tee to Support the DRP 
                                              

Help support the DRP and 

research associated with 

dolphin by purchasing 

program tees.  The DRP’s 

fantastic logo featured on 

the shirts was done by Guy 

Harvey, the amazing marine 

artist and fisheries scientist.  

We have white, black, and 

heather grey in stock.  Dom 

Castagnola owner of Casta Design in San Diego, CA, 

designed our Collab FAD tee and we love the design.  

Buying one of those tees helps support our research on 

dolphin at FADs.  Please click here to order a t-shirt. 

 

Help Support the Dolphinfish 

Research Program 

The Dolphinfish Research Program is managed by the 

Beyond Our Shores Foundation, a 

corporation that has received 

501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.  

Beyond Our Shores, Inc., was 

founded to provide financial, 

accounting, marketing, and 

scientific support to the 

Dolphinfish Research Program and other citizen driven 

fisheries research programs.  The mission of BOSF is to 

enhance and conserve marine fisheries, ocean habitats, 

and the coastal communities they support by engaging 

the public in rich, educational, and meaningful scientific 

research and experiences.  The original budget for the 

Dolphinfish Research Program was $38,000.  The 

annual budget for the program from 2006-2016, when it 

was run as a private business, ranged between $45,000-

$55,000.  We are behind meeting this range by $10,000.  

We need to acquire additional funding to continue to 

cover operating costs for the program in 2018.  Just to 

give you an idea of some costs, each plastic tag costs 

$1.30.  We have distributed 2208 tags to 192 anglers so 

far this year and will likely distribute another 2000 tags 

by the end of 2018.  The cost in tags alone is roughly 

$4,940.  Then, add in applicators, tagging cards, bags, 

stamps, printing and shipping materials, and the costs of 

managing an international tagging program escalates 

quick.  The dolphinfish stock is too important to the 

recreational fishery to not allow this program to operate 

at the level of funding the program operated at in the 

past.  To help the DRP continue to thrive and expand, 

we ask that you kindly offer your financial support.  

Donations should be made out to the Beyond Our 

Shores, Inc./Dolphin Study and sent to the DRP address 

shown below. The Beyond Our Shores Foundation is a 

registered 501(c)(3) organization, providing full tax 

deductibility of financial donations to this important 

research effort.  Fishing clubs, fishing industry 

representatives, or individuals who are interested in 

supporting the Dolphinfish Research Program should 

contact Wess Merten at wess@beyondourshores.org for 

more details on how to sponsor or contribute to the 

program.  Another option to help support the program is 

to buy a program t-shirt.  Please click here to purchase a 

t-shirt. 

 

To Donate by Check, Make Checks out to:   

 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphin Study 

 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 662 

Rockville, MD, 20848 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

Website:  beyondourshores.org 

 

Tagging Zones Releases (#) 

Caribbean Sea  194 

Florida 2; 25o-27oN 28 

Florida 3; 27o-30oN 17 

SAB 2; 32o-33oN 12 

Eastern Tropical Pacific 7 

Florida 1; 23o-25oN 3 

Total 261 

https://www.guyharvey.com/
https://www.guyharvey.com/
https://castadesign.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-Our-Shores-IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/beyond-our-shores-supporting-the-dolphinfish-research-program/
https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://beyondourshores.org/
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
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https://beyondourshores.org/2018-donors/

