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Dolphinfish Research Program Vessel Tagging Totals 

 

We did it!  We have a relational database!  You might be asking, 

what the heck is that?  Well, the short answer is it is a database 

that stores data that can be quickly searched to examine stats 

such as recaptures or releases by boat, by month, or by year, etc.  

The types of searches we can do using this tool are numerous but it 

goes well beyond just that.  With a relational database, we can now 

add in new data with ease, maintain data organization and 

integrity, and streamline our ability to answer new questions 

about the life history, movements, and population dynamics of 

dolphinfish.  It is with great pleasure to present preliminary 

counts of all of your hard work conserving dolphinfish by vessel 

from 2002-2016.  Next month, when we announce the 2017 Year-

End Award recipients, we intend to bring the totals up through 

2017 and then move on from there.  So, who is it?  Who has 

released the most fish and acquired the most recaptures?  If you 

have followed this program over the years I bet you guessed 

correctly!  Yes, the Killin Time II fishing team led by Captain 

Don Gates has amassed over 2,276 releases, of which 102 have 

been recaptured over the period examined!  Looking back at all of 

our program data (see image on page 2) we were able to match 40 

participants who helped in that effort.  Table 1 showcases the top 

vessels that account for 51.2% of all of the recaptures generated 

through the years.  The efforts of these, and every other 

participating vessel are truly remarkable!  To search for your stats 

please download and open this Vessel Totals Document and hit 

‘control F’ and type in your name or vessel name.   

 
Table 1 Rank of top vessels by number of recaptures. 

 

One of the main reasons we wanted to lead off the year with this 

article is because we can use your help to strengthen our database.  

Through our analysis we have found 237 releases unmatched to 

boats.  Most of these occurred from 2002-2005.  So, if you have any 

records from previous years, please contact me.  Also, there are a 

number of participants with “unnamed” boats in our database.  If 

you find your name next to that label please contact me to come up 

with a unique label for your boat.  This will help with labeling your 

past participation and tracking your effort now and in the future. 

Lastly, it appears that many Captains do not write down the 

names of the anglers or clients that were onboard when fish were 

caught and released.  

Rank Recaps 

#  

Tags 

#  

Participants 

#  

 Vessel(s)   Captain(s) 

1 102 2276 40 Killin Time II Don Gates  

2 44 819 55 Bouncer's Dusky Bouncer Smith 

3 32 1120 2 Draggin Dreams Don Brown 

4 25 2231 9 Thomas Flyer Jimbo Thomas 

5 16 595 5 Unnamed Boat Chester Kalb 

6 15 273 26 Got Ta Go Rob Harris 

7 14 445 23 Missing Angel Manuel Botello 

8 13 194 7 Knot Yet Dave Wilson 

9 11 436 5 Summergirl and      

2 By C 

Charlie Aimar 

10 9 618 32 Scungilli Bill Pomenti  

https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/preliminary-counts-2016_v4.pdf
http://www.dolphintagging.com/Contact.html
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/preliminary-counts-2016_v4.pdf
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While it is impossible for Captains to write down 

every participant, every time a fish is caught and 

released, it might be possible to at least write 

their name(s) on a tagging card or field log if it is 

the first time you tag a fish with them or have 

them onboard for an outing.  If you do, we will 

see that name and label it as a participant of the 

program under your boat.  Knowing how many 

people you have exposed to the practice of 

tagging and releasing fish helps us to better 

gauge the educational impact this program has 

on dolphinfish conservation.  To that end, if you 

are looking for another way to make a positive 

impact on this program, the more people labeled 

under your boat the higher the impact we feel 

you are having both on and off the water to 

educate humanity about the importance of fish 

conservation.  Through our analysis, we have 

counted 4,595 names associated with our 

dataset, which is a solid number, but it is 

definitely an underestimate of the total number 

of people exposed to this tag and release program 

on the water.  For example, we were only able to 

associate 9 names to the Thomas Flyer and 55 

to Bouncer’s Dusky, two of Miami’s top charter 

boats that release fish for the program that have 

likely demonstrated the practice of tagging and 

releasing dolphinfish for hundreds, if not 

thousands, of clients through the years.  Moving 

forward, please let us know who you are 

releasing fish with because it is an important 

performance metric for the program.  Thanks!   

A Shift in Shipping Tags to Meet 

Dolphinfish Seasonality 

Since 2002, the DRP has distributed more than 

37,346 plastic dart tags (as of 1.12.2018) to 

fishermen around the world!  Above is a graph 

that shows the peak of when most of the tags 

were shipped (left) and how we should shift 

tagging kit distribution to a bimodal effort 

moving forward (right).  Our work has shown 

that dolphinfish move in a seasonal migration 

and in order for you to help us to further define 

their seasonality we need anglers to have tags in 

their boat, tackle box, or fishing bag on that first 

inaugural trip of each season when fish start to 

run.  Therefore, if we use the Florida Keys/South 

Florida as one example, this would mean that 

our program should have a spike in tag 

shipments in February, before anglers start to 

fish in the spring.  Then, tags are deployed after 

the first schools of dolphin show up.  Finally, we 

should see a second spike in late spring to tag 

fish in the summer.  Using the north coast of 

Puerto Rico as an example, our program should 

see a peak in shipping in June before fish begin 

to show up in late July/August and then another 

peak in shipping in late fall for tagging fish later 

on in the season.  If we can make this shift in 

shipping tags, we can better gauge seasonal 

fluctuations in dolphin abundance throughout 

their range.  Please click here to request your kit 

today! 

Figure 1 The DRP dataset consists of 1000s of data cards and log 
sheets collected over 16 years by Don Hammond.  Moving 
forward, we intend to collect data in the same manner but 
digitize field and tagging cards and include all data into our 
relational database. 

http://www.beyondourshores.org/publications
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/request-your-drp-tagging-kit/
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First PSATs deployed on Dolphinfish in the 

South Atlantic 

 

Figure 2 A female tagged by Dr. Domingos Garrone-Neto and Dr. 
Ricardo Clapis Garla in December 2017. 

In 2017, Dr. Domingos Garrone-Neto, professor at 

São Paulo State University (UNESP) in Brazil began 

collaborating with the Dolphinfish Research 

Program.  Recently, Dr. Garrone-Neto and his team, 

working in partnership with Lotek Wireless Inc., 

Black Mamba Fishing Adventure, Bahia Pesca 

(Captain Tuba) and Projeto TAMAR, tagged and 

released the first two female dolphinfish to be 

released with pop-up satellite archival tags ever in 

the South Atlantic Ocean.  Their study, orchestrated 

by a team of Brazilian researchers and Captains that 

are collaborating with the DRP, will contribute to the 

knowledge of the movements of the dolphinfish in the 

Western South Atlantic, looking for areas of 

aggregation, migratory routes and critical habitats 

that need protection or fisheries management. In 

future newsletters we will update you on the progress 

of our collaboration with our Brazilian colleagues. 

New T-Shirts Are Available for Purchase 

Help support the DRP and 

research associated with 

dolphin by purchasing 

program tees.  The DRP’s 

fantastic logo featured on the 

shirts was done by Guy 

Harvey, the amazing marine 

artist and fisheries scientist.  

The t-shirts were printed by 

Casta Design in San Diego, 

CA, owned and operated by Dom Castagnola.  Dom 

also designed the Collab FAD tee and we love the 

design.  Please click here to order a t-shirt. 

Dolphinfish Research Program Supported by 

the Beyond Our Shores Foundation 

The Dolphinfish Research Program is suppoted by the 

Beyond Our Shores Foundation, a 

corporation that is in process of 

receiving 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

status.  Beyond Our Shores, Inc., 

was founded to provide financial, 

accounting, marketing, and 

scientific support to the 

Dolphinfish Research Program.  With the Foundation 

setup, we now need your help to keep this research 

program going.  When this program began at SC 

DNR, the first budget was $38,000.  We need to 

acquire funding to cover operating costs for 2018 at or 

above the original budget when this program began 

16 years ago.  We are behind this amount but you can 

help change that.  To help the DRP continue to thrive 

and expand, we ask that you kindly offer your 

financial support.  Fishing clubs, fishing industry 

representatives or individuals who are interested in 

supporting the Dolphinfish Research Program should 

contact wess@beyondourshores.org or mail checks to 

the address below.  

Click here or image to Donate 

Click here or image to Donate 

To Donate by Check, Make Checks out to:   
 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphin Study 

 

Mail to:   
Wessley Merten 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 662 

Rockville, MD, 20848 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

Website:  beyondourshores.org 

 

https://castadesign.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://www.paypal.me/beyoundourshores
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/beyond-our-shores-supporting-the-dolphinfish-research-program/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://www.paypal.me/beyoundourshores
https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://beyondourshores.org/
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
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https://beyondourshores.org/2018-donors/

