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  Jerry Williams probably did not know it

   at the time, while fishing Edisto Banks 

  aboard his vessel, Plumb Krazy, but the 

  6 dolphin he released with mate Alex

  Oakes on April 28, 2002, which were the 

  first recorded by a volunteer crew,  

  would contribute to a dataset that would

  amass >22000 dolphin releases, >550 

 recaptures, > 3400 anglers from 12 countries and 

 territories over the next 15.5 years (running totals

  as of 10.27.2017).  These data have allowed our 

team to examine the occurrence, movements, seasonality 

and connectivity of this species throughout its range.  

During the first year of the program, 71 captains laid the 

foundation for this study by consistently releasing dolphin.  

Anglers including Chester Kalb III, Mark Wilson, Thomas 

Wynne, and Bill Baugh released dozens of fish that first 

year which led to numerous recaptures, and from there, 

year after year, more and more anglers became involved.  

They have allowed us to add tremendous findings to 

science, including that dolphin predominately move north 

along the Right Coast (the inset image shows 229 northerly 

recapture movements from 2002 to 2011 between tagging 

zones: FL1  to MAB2), but before we delve into more of 

what we have observed over time, I would like to start with 

what we still do not know.  In the Florida Straits, for 

instance, where we have the most data, we still have yet to 

examine the fine-scale movements of dolphin relative to the 

shelf and how this may be related to the position of the 

Loop and Florida Current, and bathymetric features such as 

Floyd’s Wall off Key West, West and East Hump, and 

American Shoals off Cudjoe, etc.  Moving to the north, the 

first black triangle represents the Charleston Bump, we still 

do not know how dolphin may move when released 

southeast of this feature versus where historical tagging 

activity has occurred in its lee; then in the Mid-Atlantic 

Bight (MAB), between Baltimore, Wilmington, Hudson, 

and Atlantis Canyons (black triangles), and others in  
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between, we do not know how dolphin move relative to 

these features (both horizontally and vertically) and how 

long they may remain in the MAB and whether this is 

dependent on the position of the Gulf Stream.  While the 

list goes on about questions that remain to be empirically 

determined about the movements of dolphin along the U.S. 

east coast (EC), we do know a lot more now than 15.5 

years ago at the beginning of this program.   

 When I first started working with Don, the initial 

study I was contracted to conduct was foundational and 

related to the primary goal of why the research was started: 

to address the travels of dolphin along U.S. shores in hope 

of beginning to define their movements and migrations.  

Among the key findings of that study, which were 

published in Fisheries Research (click here for the full 

report), are the following:   

 Dolphin migrate predominately northward along 

the EC 

 Dolphin can travel the entire coast in less than two 

months 

 Dolphin move statistically, and therefore 

significantly, faster through the Straits of Florida than 

in the South Atlantic Bight (SAB) or Mid-Atlantic 

Bight (MAB)  

 Dolphin occur further offshore in the SAB and 

MAB than off Florida.   

 A small but significant proportion of dolphin 

along the eastern Florida shelf moved to the south 

 Satellite tags suggest dolphin can exit the EC 

considerably south of Cape Hatteras to enter the central 

Atlantic 

 The presence of Sargassum appears to influence 

the movement of dolphin along the EC 

 In terms of management, what these findings 

indicate are that dolphin along the U.S. EC represent a 

single stock and that management much include the effects 

of mortality, reproduction, and emigration/immigration 

across the entire coast; movement rates between zones 

provide time specific and predictive information for 

 

Table 1  Movement rates between tagging zones along the 

U.S east coast.  See page 1 for connectivity between zones.    
Movement   Fish (#)       Mean Speed   (miles/day) 

Florida Instate (FL1-FL3) 114 21.07 

Florida to SAB 4 27.75 

Florida to NC1 31 23.38 

Florida to NC2 10 27.72 

Florida to MAB 11 26.01 

SAB Within Zone  11 7.33 

SAB to NCSE 22 12.42 

SAB to NCNE 13 12.63 

NCSE Within Zone 3 13.27 

NCSE to NCNE 1 2.77 

NCNE Within Zone 1 2.68 

SAB to MAB 7 10.47 

MAB Within Zone 1 6.11 

Florida to the South 6 6.43 

interpreting seasonal trends in dolphin migration along the 

U.S. EC and exploitation; total fishing effort and fishing 

mortality may be greater off Florida due to reduce cost in 

accessing the resource (because the fishing grounds are 

closer); southerly movements could increase fishing 

mortality off Florida, and excessive harvesting of 

Sargassum spp. could alter the migration and abundance of 

dolphin along the EC. 

 
Figure 1 Fall and Winter (October to March) is a time to 

release dolphin close to shore to investigate their nearshore 

southerly movements.  The movements included in this 

figure are provided with the amount of time (in days) at 

liberty. 

 To me, one of the most interesting observations 

coming out of this study is the potential southern jaunt fish 

may take nearshore during fall and winter.  Our team is 

developing an approach to robustly study this potential 

route in the future but you could help now but requesting a 

kit (email me at wess@beyondourshores.org) and releasing 

a few fish between November and March within a couple 

miles of the coast from Cape Canaveral to Miami.  Captain 

Bouncer Smith is the angler that has provided us with the 

most detailed southerly movement records to date.  

 Research takes years to conduct and in the world 

of fisheries it takes the participation of thousands of 

fishermen.  You have all made this program what it is today 

and the short but detailed article I included here represents 

1 of 6 published articles we have to show for your efforts.  I 

encourage you to follow this link to check out the full 

report on this topic.  Next month, Don and I are going to 

provide you with a newsletter that distills many of the 

program findings down into bullet points.  Thereafter in the 

new year, I intend to focus on a few of those that relate to 

research that we have published.  In particular, Ed Farrell 

working with Duke University, used DRP data and other 

data sources to look at the occurrence and seasonality of 

dolphin related to seasonal variations in sea surface 

temperature, chlorophyll a, and presence of Sargassum, and 

we have published detailed papers on the movements of 

dolphin related to The Bahamas, their genetic structure, 

vertical movements, and movements from the Caribbean 

Sea.  Stay tuned for those details coming in the new year.  

https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Merten-et-al.-2014-Fish-Res.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Merten-et-al.-2014-Fish-Res.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Merten-et-al.-2014-Fish-Res.pdf


Dolphinfish Research Program Newsletter 
November 2017 
Page 3.  

Meet the Board of Directors 
In two months the Dolphinfish Research Program will 

commence a new chapter: operating under the guidance of 

a Board of Directors.  Therefore, I thought it was fitting to 

introduce you to the Board of Directors of the Beyond Our 

Shores Foundation that will guide the growth of the DRP 

and associated research programs on fisheries science and 

the management of dolphinfish.  Currently, there are 8 

board members, each of who serve voluntarily for 1 year.  

All board members have participated extensively in the 

DRP in the past.  Below, you’ll find a photo of each board 

member along with a short biography and link to a more 

detailed biography on our website.  I encourage you to 

learn more about the board members.  If you are interested 

in serving as a future board member please email me at 

wess@beyondourshores.org.     

 

Don Hammond 
 

 
 

 

 

Don Hammond led the creation of the SC Dolphin Tagging 

Study as a senior fisheries scientist at SC DNR, founded 

Cooperative Science Services, LLC, to keep the Program 

running, and has helped our team create a foundation to 

support the Program as he retires.  Click here to read more 

about Don Hammond’s incredible career.   
 

Richard Appeldoorn  
 
 

 
 

Richard Appeldoorn received his PhD from the University 

of Rhode Island in Biological Oceanography in 1980 and 

went on to be a professor in the Department of Marine 

Sciences at the University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez, for 

36 years.  He recently retired.  Read more about Rich here.   

 

Don Gates 
 

 
 

Don Gates and the Killin Time II fishing team released their 

first fish for the program on 6.28.2002.  Since then, they 

have released ~2,612 fish (as of 8.12.2017).  From those 

releases, ~105 recaptures have been generated!  Don Gates 

and his team’s effort show how individuals can make a 

huge impact on the knowledge of a particular species and 

fisheries science.  Click here to learn more about Don 

Gates.    

 

 

Richard Delizza  
 

 

Richard Delizza and the Rock Boat fishing team released 

their first fish for the program on 5.31.2002.  Since then, 

they have  

mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
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released ~486 fish (as of 10.23.2017) including the first  
satellite tag to ever be deployed on a dolphinfish!  Click 

here to learn more about Richard Delizza.    
 
 

Manuel Botello 
 

 

 

Manuel Botello fishing aboard his vessel Missing Angel 

expanded the program to Puerto Rico in October, 2008.  

Since then, he along with a team of fishermen helped 

deploy 6 satellite tags and hundreds of plastic dart tags on 

dolphinfish.  Click here to learn more about Manuel 

Botello.   

Luis Burgos 

 

Luis Burgos owns and operates the Caribbean Fishing 

Academy in San Juan, Puerto Rico, which is a charter 

fishing operation that also conducts youth fishing events 

with local kids.  Luis has been one of the boat captains that 

has helped the Beyond Our Shores Foundation conduct 

science relative to the Puerto Rico FAD System in a grant 

issued by the Puerto Rico Department of Environmental 

and Natural Resources.  Click here to learn more about Luis 

Burgos.   

 

 

 

David Neblett  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Neblett fishing aboard his vessel Hit That! started 

tagging for the program in 2012 off Miami and the Florida 

Keys.  Ever since, David has been an avid participant and 

supporter of the program.  Click here to learn more about 

David Neblett.   

 

Wessley Merten 
 

 

 

I started participating in the DRP in 2011 and immediately 

became extremely passionate about the program.  Since 

then, I have dedicated a considerable amount of time using 

the program’s data to publish scientific articles about 

dolphinfish and continue to do so today.  Click here to learn 

more about me. 

https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/board-of-directors/
https://beyondourshores.org/founder-and-ceo/
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Using Manual and Digitial Fabrication to  

Create a New Tag Applicator 
 

One of the major priorities involved in running a successful 

international mark and recapture program is distributing 

tagging kits.  A major component of tagging kits is the tag 

applicator.  For his entire tenure as Director of the DRP, 

Don Hammond built his own tag applicators using an 

elaborate process of acquiring materials, measuring, 

cutting, grinding, sanding, gluing, and assembling the 

applicators.  While building things is certainly one of my 

hobbies, after filming Don’s construction process it became 

apparent that either I was going to spend a lot of time 

making these devices or I needed to come up with a 

different 

approach.  Enter 

David 

Carrington, 

founder and 

president of 

Digitial 

Fabrication 

Consultants and 

professor at the 

Homer S. 

Gudelsky 

Institute for 

Technical 

Education at 

Montgomery 

College in 

Rockville, MD.  

After I 

discovered through a web search that he teaches manual 

fabrication and 3D printing at the Montgomery College 

Fabrication Lab, I approached him with an idea: automate 

the creation of tag applicators for the Dolphinfish Research 

Program.  After months of prototyping based on feedback 

from Don Hammond, Don Gates, and myself, David 

Carrington created a new and improved tag applicator using 

a combination of digital (3D printing) and manual 

fabrication processes.  The first color that we choose to 

produce our new applicators with is bright yellow, in 

tribute to the beautiful yellow hues of the dolphinfish and a 

complement to the DRP logo provided by Guy Harvey.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tagging Kits Now Distributed by the 

Beyond Our Shores Foundation 
 

We have a new 

supply of tags ready 

for distribution.  

Over the past few 

weeks tagging kits 

have been distributed 

to anglers in Florida, 

Georgia, New Jersey, 

the Caribbean Sea, 

Hawaii, South Africa, and France (for use in the 

Mediterranean Sea).  If you need to replenish your 

tag supply, or if you are interested in participating 

in the Dolphinfish Research Program please email 

me at wess@beyondourshores.org for a kit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2017 Financial Supporters 

Haddrell’s Point Tackle and Supply,  

Mt. Pleasant & Charleston, SC 

Star Rods/Big Rock Sports, Morehead City, NC 

Hilton Head Reef Foundation, Hilton Head, SC 

Costa Del Mar, Daytona Beach, FL 

West Palm Beach Fishing Club, W. Palm Beach, FL 

Peter E. West, Greenville, NC 

Grady-White Boats, Greenville, NC 

Georgetown Landing Marina, Georgetown, SC  

Capt. Bill Parker, Hilton Head Island, SC 

American Fishing Tackle Company, Santa Ana, CA 

The Greenery of Charleston, Daniel Island, SC 

Central Florida Offshore Anglers, Orlando, FL 

Harris Huddle, Trent Woods, NC 

David Wamer, Taylors, SC 

Richard S. DeLizza, Weston, FL 

Robert & Joanne DeLizza, Weston, FL 

Florida Sport Fishing Association, Cape Canaveral, FL 

Meat Fish Slam Tournament, Georgetown, SC 

Terry & Tamithia Wynn, Osteen, FL 

Tim & Michelle Heiser, Plantation, FL 

Capt. Rom Whitaker, Hatteras, NC 

Douglas Consulting, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

Capt. Waldo Phinney, Beaufort, SC 

Carter Landscape, Winter Park, FL 

Nicholas Caplanis, Mims, FL 

David R. Heil, Winter Park, FL 

Bill Hobbins, Hobe Sound, FL 

Paul Storti, Miami Beach, FL 

John Martinez, Tampa, FL 

David Knutson, Jupiter, FL 

Phillips Shoes, Orangeburg & Charleston, SC  

Micky Scott, Allendale, SC 

Kurt Schirmer, Melbourne, FL 

Mark Mitchell HMY Yacht Sales, Stuart, FL 

James Rose, Shelby, NC 

Jason Phillips, Mt. Pleasant, SC 

Fred Wallace, Bluffton, SC 

Gino DellaCava, Longwood, FL 

Donald P. Laury, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

Lee Clark, Charleston, SC 

Ryan Earhart, Charleston, SC 

Bryant Stokes, Florence, SC 

 

 

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/
http://cms.montgomerycollege.edu/EDU/Department2.aspx?id=68423
http://cms.montgomerycollege.edu/EDU/Department2.aspx?id=68423
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org


 

 

New T-Shirts are Available for Purchase 

 
Help support the DRP and research associated with dolphin 

by purchasing program tees for $20.00.  The t-shirts were 

printed by Casta Design in San Diego, CA.  Dom 

Castagnola also designed the Collab FAD tee and we love 

the design.  Please click here to order a tee shirt. 

 

 
 

Dolphinfish Research Program Now 

Supported by the Beyond Our Shores 

Foundation 
 
With Don Hammond heading into 

retirement I founded Beyond Our 

Shores, a corporation that is in 

process of receiving 501(c)(3) tax-

exempt status.  Beyond Our Shores, 

Inc., was founded to provide 

financial, accounting, marketing, 

and scientific support to the Dolphinfish Research Program.  

With the Foundation nearly setup, now I need your help to 

keep this research program going.  When this program 

began at SC DNR the first budget was $38,000.  We need 

to acquire funding to cover operating costs for 2018 at or 

above the original budget when this program began 15.5 

years ago.  We are behind this amount but you can help 

change that.  In helping the DRP continue to thrive and 

expand, we ask that you kindly offer your financial support.  

Fishing clubs, fishing industry representatives or 

individuals who are interested in supporting the 

Dolphinfish Research Program should contact 

wess@beyondourshores.org or mail checks to Beyond Our 

Shores PO Box 662, Rockville, MD, 20848.  You can 

contact me directly at (787) 436-8300.   

 

 

Click here or image to Donate 

 

Click here or image to Donate 
 

 

 

To Donate by Check, Make Checks out to:   
 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphinfish 

 

Mail to:   
 

Wessley Merten 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 662 

Rockville, MD, 20848 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

Website:  beyondourshores.org 
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Dolphin Tagging Progress by Zones, September 30, 2017. 

    Southern Northern Number  
Zone Area Limit Limit Tagged 

1 Bahamas  22 o N 28 o N 6 

2 FL Straits 23 o N 25 o N 856 

3 
South 

Florida  
25 o N 27 o N 478 

4 
Central 

Florida  
27 o N 30 o N 36 

5 
North FL & 

GA 
30 o N 32 o N 3 

6 Southern SC  32 o N 33 o N 17 

7 
N. SC - S. 

NC  
33 o N 35 o N 33 

8 
Northern 

NC  
35 o N 36.5 o N 0 

9 Virginia  36.5 o N 38 o N 0 

10 
N. Mid-

Atlantic 
38 o N   0 

11 
Gulf of 
Mexico  

    9 

12 
W Central 

Atlantic 
    49 

13 
Caribbean 

Sea  
    26 

  Total     1513 

https://castadesign.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/shop/
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://www.paypal.me/beyoundourshores
https://www.paypal.me/beyoundourshores
https://www.paypal.me/beyoundourshores
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/beyond-our-shores-supporting-the-dolphinfish-research-program/


 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

For More Information, Contact 
Don Hammond 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Cooperative Science Services, LLC 

961 Anchor Rd., Charleston, SC 29412 

Telephone (843) 795-7524 

Email  CSSLLC@bellsouth.net 

Web site  www.dolphintagging.com 
 

 

mailto:CSSLLC@bellsouth.net
http://www.dolphintagging.com/

